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Introduction — Why This Book, and
How to Use It

By Jamal Amimi

Every year, millions of people dream of the same journey: a
plane ticket to America. Some want to visit family in New York
or see the Grand Canyon. Some want a degree from an
American university, a job with an American company, or a



business of their own. And some want the biggest prize of all
— to bring their family together, settle permanently, and one
day raise their hand and swear the oath of citizenship.

Whatever your dream is, one thing stands between you and it:
a system. The United States immigration system is enormous,
rule-bound, and famously unforgiving of small mistakes. A
wrong form, a wrong fee, a careless answer at an interview
window — any of these can cost you months, years, or in the
worst cases your eligibility forever. Yet the system is not a
mystery. It is a set of written rules, published forms, and fixed
procedures. People who understand the rules succeed in it
every day. This book exists to make you one of them.

Here is the promise of this book: every visa, every green-card
path, every form and fee — explained step by step in plain
Arabic and English, with a clear warning before every
mistake that destroys applications.

A standing note, before anything else: This book is general
information, not legal advice. Immigration law is full of individual
exceptions, and your personal history matters. If you have any
bars, prior refusals, or a criminal record, consult a licensed U.S.
immigration attorney before filing or travelling. No book —
including this one — can replace a lawyer who knows your file.

Who this book is for

This book was written first of all for Arabic-speaking readers —
in Morocco, across the Middle East and North Africa, and in the
diaspora — who are tired of rumours, Facebook groups, and
expensive "consultants," and who want the real rules in their
own language. But its method suits anyone:

e The visitor who wants a B-1/B-2 visa to see family, attend a
conference, or get medical treatment — and wants to pass the



interview the first time.

e The student who has been admitted to an American school
and needs to understand the F-1 visa, the SEVIS fee, and the
work rules that follow graduation.

e The worker sponsored by a U.S. employer, and the investor
who has heard — correctly — that Morocco is a treaty country
for the E-2 investor visa.

e The family separated by an ocean: the citizen or green-card
holder in America petitioning for a spouse, a child, a parent, or a
brother or sister abroad.

e The future citizen preparing for naturalisation — including
the new civics test that applies to applications filed on or after
20 October 2025.

e The new arrival who has landed and now needs a Social
Security number, a bank account, a driver's licence — and who
is asking the question we answer honestly in the final part: can
a person without legal status buy a house in America? (The
short answer is: legally, yes — and Chapter 24 explains how,
and at what risk.)

The whole system on one page

Before any detail, fix this map in your mind. Three authorities
run almost everything in this book, and confusing them is the
first beginner's error.

USCIS (U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services) decides
petitions and applications inside the United States: the family
petition (Form 1-130), the green-card application filed in the
U.S. (Form 1-485), work permits, and naturalisation (Form
N-400). Its website, uscis.gov, is where every official form lives
— and every form there is free.



The Department of State runs visas through its embassies and
consulates abroad. If you are outside the United States, it is a
consular officer — not USCIS — who interviews you and grants
or refuses your visa. The Department's visa website is
travel.state.gov; its online application portal, where you fill in
the DS-160 and DS-260 forms, is the Consular Electronic
Application Center at ceac.state.gov. For family immigration
cases, a State Department office called the National Visa
Center (NVC) collects your documents after USCIS approves
the petition and before the consulate schedules your interview.

CBP (U.S. Customs and Border Protection) is the officer at the
airport. And here is the fact that surprises almost everyone:

A visa is not admission. A visa is permission to travel to a U.S.
port of entry and ask to come in. The CBP officer at the airport
makes the final decision on whether you enter and — crucially —
how long you may stay, recorded on your Form 1-94 arrival
record. The expiry date printed on your visa is not your deadline to
leave; the date on your I-94 is. Whole chapters of trouble in this
book begin with people who confused those two dates.

One more map-point, aimed at our Moroccan readers in
particular:

Morocco is not in the Visa Waiver Program. Citizens of waiver
countries can fly to America with a simple online ESTA
authorisation. Moroccan nationals cannot — you need a real visa,
issued by a consulate after an interview, even for a two-week
holiday. There is no shortcut, and anyone who sells you one is
selling you a problem.

A word on language — and on this moment in the
law



You are reading one of two twins. This book is published in
Arabic and in English with identical content, because
immigration runs on English-language forms with exact names
— Form [-130, Affidavit of Support, priority date — and a
reader who cannot match the Arabic explanation to the English
term on the official page is only half armed. Learn the terms in
both languages as you go; at the consulate window and on
uscis.gov, the English term is the one that counts.

You are also reading this book at an unusually unsettled
moment. Between mid-2025 and late 2026 the United States
announced a new visa fee that is still being rolled out unevenly,
rewrote parts of the H-1B lottery, replaced the citizenship
civics test for newer applicants, and paused — then partially
resumed — several visa operations, with court cases still
moving as this book went to press. A guide that hid that
turbulence would be lying to you. So this book's rule is: settled
law is stated as settled; anything new, litigated, or unevenly
applied is flagged with its date, and the chapters close with a
pre-print verification list of every item you should re-check on
the official sites before acting. Where this introduction or any
chapter names a fee, that fee was checked in October 2026 —
and Chapter 1 will teach you, in five minutes, how to re-check
any of them yourself for free.

How to use this book

The book is built in seven parts, and you do not have to read it
cover to cover — but do read the part that matches your goal,
in order, because each chapter assumes the one before it.

Part One gives the common rules: how the system works
(Chapter 1) and the DS-160 form, the consular interview, and
the fee table that almost every applicant will meet (Chapter 2).



Part Two covers temporary visas one by one: visitor, student,
exchange visitor, worker, investor, fiancé(e). Part Three is
family immigration and reunification — who can petition for
whom, the |-130, the Visa Bulletin, consular processing, and
the Affidavit of Support. Part Four walks every green-card
path: family, employment EB-1 to EB-5, the Diversity Visa
lottery, and the humanitarian routes. Part Five is citizenship:
naturalisation, the two tests, and automatic citizenship for
children. Part Six is the danger part — the bars, the fraud traps,
the fatal errors — and Part Seven is life after arrival
documents, money, taxes, and buying a home.

Three reading habits will protect you:

1. Check the date. Fees and rules change. Every fee in this
book was checked against official schedules in October 2026,
but before you pay anything, confirm the current amount on the
official site — USCIS publishes its fee schedule as Form
G-1055, and paying the wrong fee is a classic reason for
rejection.

2. Trust only official sources. If a website is not uscis.gov,
travel.state.gov, or ceac.state.gov, it is not the government —
however official it looks. Well-meaning blogs, including good
ones, go out of date; the official page is the one the officer will
apply.

3. Watch for the boxes. Wherever 2025-2026 law is new,
contested, or still being rolled out — a new visa fee, a changed
test, a paused programme — this book says so plainly, with the
date, instead of pretending the ground is firm. Where this book
flags something as unsettled, believe the flag, and re-check
before you act.

America rewards people who prepare. You are holding the
preparation. Let us begin — with how the machine itself works.
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Chapter 1: How the U.S. Immigration
System Works

By Jamal Amimi

Ask a room of would-be immigrants what they want and most
give the same answer: "a visa to America." But that one word
hides the most important distinction in the whole system —
because the United States issues two completely different
kinds of visas, built on two opposite promises. Understand this
chapter and every chapter after it becomes easier. Miss it, and
you can do everything else right and still fail at the window.



Two kinds of visas, two opposite promises

A nonimmigrant visa is for a temporary trip with a specific
purpose: tourism, study, a business conference, a fixed-term
job, an exchange programme. When you apply for one, the law
presumes — this is written into the statute, INA §214(b) — that
you actually intend to immigrate permanently, and you must
prove the opposite: that your trip is temporary, your purpose
fits the category, and you have a life abroad you will return to.
Nearly every refusal of a visitor or student visa in the world is a
refusal under that single paragraph, and Chapter 22 explains
how to beat it.

An immigrant visa is the opposite promise. It is issued to
someone who has been approved to live in the United States
permanently — typically because a family member or employer
petitioned for them, or because they won the Diversity Visa
lottery or invested under EB-5. The immigrant visa itself is just
the travel document: when you enter on it, you become a
lawful permanent resident (LPR), and the famous green card
— the plastic proof of that status — is mailed to your U.S.
address after arrival. So strictly speaking, nobody "applies for a
green card" at a consulate. You receive an immigrant visa; the
green card follows from entering on it. The green card can also
be obtained without leaving the U.S., through a process called
adjustment of status (Form 1-485) — Chapter 13 compares the
two routes in detail.

The practical consequences of the distinction run everywhere:

e Intent matters. Applying for a visitor visa while secretly
intending to stay forever is not a clever plan;itis a
misrepresentation risk that can end your eligibility for life
(Chapter 22). Conversely, some work categories (H-1B, L-1)



are allowed "dual intent" by law — most others are not.

e Numbers matter. Nonimmigrant visas are generally
uncapped (the big exceptions are the H-1B and H-2B lotteries).
Immigrant visas are rationed by annual quotas per category
and per country — which is why some family categories queue
for years (Chapter 10).

e The path matters. Most people in this book's audience will
touch both systems in sequence: a petition decided inside the
U.S., then a visa decided at a consulate abroad, then admission
at an airport. That is why you need the map of who decides
what.

Who decides what

USCIS — U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, part of the
Department of Homeland Security — adjudicates petitions and
applications: the employer's or relative's petition (Forms 1-129,
[-130), adjustment of status (I-485), work permits (I-765),
removal of conditions (I-751), and naturalisation (N-400).
USCIS officers generally do not issue visas; they approve (or
deny) the underlying entitlement.

The Department of State issues visas through embassies and
consulates. If a petition is approved for someone abroad, the
file passes to the State Department's National Visa Center
(NVC), which collects fees, the immigrant-visa application
(Form DS-260), and civil documents, marks the case
"documentarily complete," and only then does the consulate
schedule the interview and the medical examination. For
nonimmigrant visas there is no petition in most categories: you
go directly to the consulate with Form DS-160 (Chapter 2).

CBP — Customs and Border Protection — owns the border
itself. Its officer admits you and generates your Form 1-94, the



arrival record that states the date by which you must leave. For
permanent residents arriving on an immigrant visa, CBP's
admission stamp is what starts your LPR life while the plastic
card is printed and mailed.

Rule of thumb: petitions USCIS; visas the State Department
and its consulates; admission and your departure date CBP. If an
office asks you for something outside its lane — a "consulate"
demanding a fee by wire transfer to a personal account, for
instance — you are looking at a scam, not a procedure.

Forms and fees: the two ground rules

Ground rule one: the forms are free. Every U.S. immigration
form can be downloaded from uscis.gov at no cost, and the
DS-160/DS-260 are filled in free on ceac.state.gov. Anyone
charging you for a blank form is defrauding you on the spot —
remember this when Chapter 22 discusses notarios.

Ground rule two: the fee is part of the application. Pay the
wrong amount and the filing is rejected — not judged, not
forgiven, rejected — and weeks are lost. The authoritative
source is USCIS's fee schedule, Form G-1055, plus the fee
calculator on uscis.gov; State Department fees are published
on travel.state.gov. The current USCIS fee structure dates from
a rule that took effect in April 2024, and it did not change in
January 2026 — for example, the family petition Form [-130
costs $625 filed online / $675 on paper, and naturalisation
(Form N-400) costs $710 online / $760 paper. This book
quotes the checked October 2026 figure at every step — and
tells you, in Chapter 2's fee table, exactly which fees the State
Department collects instead.

Visa versus status: the second distinction



One more piece of vocabulary, because confusing these two
causes real deportations. Your visa is the sticker in your
passport: it governs travel — the dates between which you
may present yourself at a U.S. border and ask to enter. Your
status is your legal permission to be in the United States, and
for visitors and most temporary categories it runs to the date on
your Form [-94, not to the date on the visa. The two routinely
diverge: a Moroccan with a ten-year B-1/B-2 visa who is
admitted for six months and stays seven has a perfectly valid
visa and a badly violated status — and it is the violation, not
the sticker, that the law punishes (voiding the visa itself under
INA §222(g), and starting the unlawful-presence clock of
Chapter 21). Permanent residents are the exception that
proves the rule: once admitted on an immigrant visa, your
status is permanent, and the green card is its evidence — which
is why losing the plastic card is an inconvenience, while losing
status is a catastrophe.

Two concepts you will meet in every part of this book

The priority date. In the capped immigrant categories, your
place in the queue is fixed the day USCIS receives your petition:
that filing date is your priority date. Each month the State
Department publishes the Visa Bulletin, announcing which
priority dates have "become current" for each category and
country. No current date, no visa — however complete your file
is. Immediate relatives of U.S. citizens skip the queue entirely;
everyone else lives by the Bulletin (Chapters 9-11 live by it
too).

Conditional residence. Some green cards are issued on
probation. The classic case: if your marriage was less than two
years old when you are admitted as a spouse of a citizen or
resident, you receive a two-year conditional green card (the



CR-1 category). To keep your status you and your spouse must
jointly file Form 1-751 (fee $750) during the 90 days before
the card expires — miss that window and you can be placed in
removal proceedings. (Investors under EB-5 follow a parallel
track, removing conditions with Form 1-829.) Waivers of the
joint filing exist — for death, divorce, or abuse — and Chapter 9
and Part Four cover the details. For now, simply register the
principle: some statuses expire unless you act, and the deadline
does not move.

An early warning: the notario trap

Civil-law countries — Morocco included — know the notaire /
notario publico as a highly trained legal professional. In the
United States, a notary public is something entirely different: a
person authorised only to witness signatures. A U.S. notary is
not a lawyer, may not give immigration advice, and may not
represent you. Only a licensed attorney, or a DOJ-accredited
representative of a recognised organisation, may advise and
represent applicants.

This book returns to the subject in Chapter 22 because it
destroys so many files. For now, hold the essentials: a
consultant who guarantees a visa, claims special connections
inside USCIS, charges for blank government forms, asks you to
sign empty pages, or keeps your original passport is showing
you the classic red flags. And the cruellest rule of all: a false
statement filed by your preparer is legally your false statement
— it can create a lifetime bar in your name, not theirs.

With the machine mapped, we turn to the door almost every
reader will walk through first: the online form, the fee, and the
three minutes at the consular window that decide everything
— the DS-160 and the interview.
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Chapter 2 : The DS-160, the Consular
Interview, and the Fees

By Jamal Amimi

Almost every journey in this book — tourist, student, worker,
fiancé(e) — passes through the same four steps and the same
glass window. This chapter walks those steps in order: the
online form, the fee, the appointment, and the interview itself.
Get them right and the window is a formality. Get them wrong
and no lawyer can rewind the morning.

The four steps, in order



Step 1 — Form DS-160, online. The DS-160 is the standard
nonimmigrant visa application, completed and submitted on
the Consular Electronic Application Center, ceac.state.gov. You
choose your consulate at the start (for Morocco, visa services
are handled in Casablanca — always confirm the post and the
appointment provider shown on the official appointment site,
because arrangements change), answer every question in
English, upload a compliant photograph, and submit. The
system returns a confirmation page with a barcode — print it;
without it you will not be admitted to your interview. Save the
application ID and your answers as you go: the facts you
declare here become the permanent baseline against which
everything you say later is measured.

Step 2 — Pay the MRYV fee. The visa application fee — "MRV,"
machine-readable visa — is paid through the appointment
system for your country, before you can book. It is
non-refundable and non-transferable, and it is charged per
person, including children: a family of four pays four fees. Fee
amounts are in the table below.

Step 3 — Book the interview. Using the appointment system,
schedule your consular interview (and, where your post uses
one, a separate appointment at an application support centre
for fingerprints and photograph). Interview wait times vary
enormously by post and season — apply months before you
need to travel, never days.

Step 4 — Attend the interview. Arrive with the document set
described below, answer the officer's questions — usually only
a handful, often in under three minutes — and receive the
decision on the spot in the great majority of cases: approved
(passport kept for visa printing), refused (with the legal ground
stated, most commonly §214(b)), or held for "administrative



processing" (additional checks, common for some professions
and backgrounds — it is a delay, not a refusal).

Interview waivers exist — for some renewals, some ages, and
some categories, posts may waive the in-person interview. The
rules are set post by post and change quietly. Check your post's
current policy on the official appointment site, but never count on
a waiver when planning your timeline.

The MRV fee table (checked October 2026)

Group | Categories | MRV fee

Non-petition-based | B-1/B-2,C, D, F, M, |, J, TN/TD, T, U |
$185

Petition-based | H, L, O, P, Q, R | $205
Treaty trader/investor | E-1, E-2, E-3 | $315
Fiancé(e)/spouse | K | $265

The MRV fee is not always the whole bill. Depending on your
category and nationality you may also meet: a reciprocity
(issuance) fee charged by some countries' schedules; the
SEVIS 1-901 fee for students and exchange visitors ($350 for
F/M, $220 for most J — Chapter 4 and 5); USCIS petition fees
paid by your employer or petitioner for petition-based
categories; and the immigrant-visa fees of Part Three. And one
new charge deserves its own warning:

The $250 Visa Integrity Fee — new, and not yet uniform. A
2025 law (H.R.1, the "One Big Beautiful Bill Act," signed 4 July
2025) created an additional fee of at least $250 for each
nonimmigrant visa issued — charged on approval, not on refusal
— inflation-indexed, and in theory refundable if the holder fully
complies with the visa's terms. As of reporting through
March—October 2026, however, it was not yet uniformly
collected: a July 2025 Federal Register notice said the fee



"requires cross-agency coordination before implementing," and
some posts reportedly began charging while others had not.
Practical rule: budget for the S250 as if it will be charged, and
check your specific consulate's current practice before your
interview — but do not treat any website's claim about its status,
including this book's, as final. Verify at print, verify at filing.

One application per person — children included

A rule families discover late: every applicant has their own
DS-160 and their own MRV fee, including every child. There
is no family form and no family discount. A couple travelling
with three children submits five DS-160s and pays five fees,
and each child's confirmation page must be in the folder at the
window. (Certain narrow groups are treated differently —
diplomats, and participants in some
U.S.-government-sponsored exchange programmes, are
fee-exempt in part under the regulations — but unless your
post tells you in writing that you are exempt, assume the fee
applies to you.)

The same per-person logic governs the
biometric/support-centre appointment where your post uses
one: each applicant is fingerprinted. Build your family's file as a
set of individual files travelling together, and the morning of
the interview becomes logistics instead of panic.

What to bring to the interview

e Valid passport — carry it, plus any old passports with prior
visas. (The safe general instruction is six months' validity
beyond your trip; the binding requirement is the one your post
publishes.)

e DS-160 confirmation page with the barcode.



e Your photograph, if the upload was rejected or your post
requires a printed one.

e The MRV fee receipt and your appointment confirmation.

e Category documents: the I-20 for students, the DS-2019 for
exchange visitors, the petition approval notice (Form |-797) for
H/L/O workers, civil documents where relevant.

e Evidence for your story: employment letter, business
registration, property or lease documents, bank statements,
enrolment proof — the documents that prove the ties and the
purpose you describe in Chapters 3 and 22. Bring originals;
officers often glance at very little, but the file you can show is
part of the confidence you project.

The interview itself: three rules

Consistency is king. The most avoidable refusal cause in the
research behind this book is a DS-160 that does not match the
answers given at the window — different dates, different job,
different travel plan. The form also asks for your social-media
identifiers, and consular vetting in 2025-2026 reporting
includes expanded screening: assume everything you declared
can be checked, and make sure it is all true and all consistent.

Answer the question asked, briefly and truthfully. Officers
decide fast because the law (INA §214(b)) presumes you are an
intending immigrant until your answers and circumstances
prove a temporary, credible purpose. Rambling, memorised
speeches, and documents thrust uninvited at the window do
not help; clear, short, consistent answers do.

Never buy "help" that touches the truth. A travel agent may
book your appointment; nobody may invent your job Lletter,
inflate your bank statement, or script false answers. A
misrepresentation found by a consular officer is a lifetime



inadmissibility under INA §212(a)(6)(C)(i), waivable only in
narrow circumstances (Chapter 22). The $185 fee is refundable
in exactly one sense: you can pay it again on a honest
reapplication. A fraud finding cannot be repaid at all.

Keep your own file

The last habit of successful applicants costs nothing: keep a
copy of everything — every DS-160 as submitted (save the
PDF), every fee receipt, every appointment confirmation, every
document you showed. The research rule for all U.S. filings is
the same: retain every receipt notice and a copy of everything
filed. Your copies are your memory at the next application, your
proof if a post misplaces a record, and your protection against
any "agent" who later claims to have submitted something you
never saw. An applicant who arrives at a renewal interview
able to match, date for date, the story of the previous
application is an applicant officers find easy to believe.

One last distinction before the categories begin

Applicants constantly confuse two dates, so Chapter 1's rule
bears repeating here: the visa's printed validity is the window
during which you may travel to the United States; the length
of each stay is set by the CBP officer on arrival and recorded
on your Form 1-94. A ten-year Moroccan B-1/B-2 visa (next
chapter) does not authorise a ten-year stay — it authorises ten
years of arrivals, typically for up to six months at a time. Leave
by the [-94 date, every time.

Now to the categories themselves — beginning with the visa
more of this book's readers will apply for than any other: the
visitor visa.
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Chapter 3: The B-1/B-2 Visitor Visa —
Tourism, Business, Medical Care



By Jamal Amimi

More readers of this book will apply for this visa than for all the
others combined. The visitor visa is America's front door: it
admits the tourist, the business traveller, the patient, and the
grandmother flying in for a grandchild's birth. It is also,
paradoxically, one of the hardest visas to get — not because its
requirements are complicated, but because its single
requirement is a state of mind the officer must be persuaded of:
that you will go home.

What B-1 and B-2 each allow

The two categories are usually printed on one combined
B-1/B-2 visa, but they authorise different activities, and the
purpose you declare must fit the half you are using.

B-1 — business visitor. Permitted: attending conferences,
conventions and business meetings; negotiating contracts;
consulting with business associates; settling an estate; taking
part in short-term training. The pattern to notice: you may do
business about work, but you may not do the work itself for a
U.S. employer.

B-2 — visitor for pleasure. Permitted: tourism and sightseeing;
visiting family and friends; medical treatment; participating in
amateur sports, music or similar events (unpaid); short
recreational courses that are not credit-bearing study.

Strictly forbidden on B-1/B-2: any employment in the United
States — paid work for a U.S. employer, and in most cases even
unpaid work that displaces a U.S. worker or amounts to running a
U.S. business day to day — and full-time study. If your real plan is
to work or to enrol in a degree, you need the H or F categories of
Chapters 4 and 6. Entering as a "tourist" with a hidden plan to live
and work in the U.S. is treated by officers as a credibility — and



potentially misrepresentation — problem, not as resourcefulness.

The core test: proving a temporary trip

Every applicant for a visitor visa is decided under INA §214(b):
the law presumes you are an intending immigrant, and the
presumption stands until you overturn it. Consular officers are
trained to look for three things:

1. A residence abroad you do not intend to abandon — a
home, a life, a centre of gravity outside the United States.

2. A clear, credible temporary purpose — a specific trip with a
beginning, a middle, and an end that matches the category (a
named conference, a defined holiday, a treatment plan).

3. Strong ties and sufficient funds — employment or a
business at home, family responsibilities, property, ongoing
studies; and money for the trip that fits your income story
without heroic last-minute deposits.

Chapter 22 dissects the 214(b) interview in depth — the classic
weak profiles (no job at home, a relative in the U.S,, a vague
plan, unexplained funds) and how honest applicants
strengthen them. This chapter's point is simpler: build the
application backwards from those three questions. If your file
answers all three without strain, the interview is short. If it
strains at any one of them, that strain — not the officer's mood
— is what you must fix before you apply.

How to apply — the Chapter 2 machine, visitor
edition

1. Complete Form DS-160 on ceac.state.gov, selecting your
consulate, and print the barcode confirmation page.

2. Pay the MRV fee: $185 — non-refundable, per person
including children.



3. Book and attend the interview, bringing: valid passport
(plus old passports showing travel history — a well-used
passport with trips you returned from is quiet, powerful
evidence), the DS-160 confirmation, fee receipt, and evidence
for your story: employment letter stating your role, salary and
approved leave dates; business registration and tax records if
self-employed; property or lease documents; bank statements
showing a pattern that matches your income; for medical
treatment, evidence of the treatment plan and how it will be
paid for.

4. At the window, state your purpose in one or two sentences,
answer exactly what is asked, and let your documents stay in
your hand unless requested. Most B interviews last under three
minutes; the decision is usually immediate.

Three scenarios, three answers

"I am flying to Chicago for a trade fair and meetings with
suppliers.” Classic B-1: conferences, meetings, and negotiating
contracts are exactly what the category exists for. Bring the
conference registration, your employer's letter, and evidence of
the business you are returning to.

"My daughter lives in Houston and | want to meet my
grandchild — and tour a little." Classic B-2: visiting family and
tourism. Note the trap the research for this book flags again
and again: a relative in the U.S. + no employment at home + a
vague, open-ended plan is the single most common refused
profile. Your application must answer it head-on — your job,
your home, your other family, your return date and the life that
resumes on it.

"l need surgery that my family wants done at a clinic in
Florida." Also B-2: medical treatment is an expressly



recognised purpose. Expect the officer to test two things —
that the treatment is real and arranged, and that its cost is
covered by funds that fit your story. Paper both points.

Notice what none of these scenarios contains: a job waiting, a
course of full-time study, or an intention to "see how it goes
and maybe stay." The moment your true plan contains one of
those, the honest category is no longer B — and using B
anyway is the misrepresentation risk Chapter 22 warns about.

Validity, stays, and the 1-94 rule — for Moroccans in
particular

For Moroccan nationals, the B-1/B-2 is listed at up to ten
years, multiple entry. Read that correctly: ten years during
which you may repeatedly present yourself at a U.S. airport.
Each entry is decided fresh by CBP, which typically admits B-2
visitors for up to six months per entry (B-1 admissions are
often shorter). Your binding deadline is never the visa's printed
expiry — it is the "admit until" date on your Form 1-94, which
you can view online after arrival. Photograph it, note it, and
plan your departure before it.

Tip: a long, comfortable validity is not an invitation to live in
America in six-month slices. Repeated maximum-length stays
with short gaps are read by officers — at the airport and at your
next interview — as de facto residence, and they corrode the very
credibility the visa was granted on.

Overstay once, pay for years. If you remain past your 1-94 date,
your visa is automatically void under INA §222(g): it cannot be
used again, and future visa applications must generally be made in
your home country. That is before counting the unlawful-presence
bars of Chapter 21 — more than 180 days of overstay followed by
departure triggers a three-year bar on return, and a year or more



triggers ten years. If an emergency genuinely forces a longer stay,
the lawful route is to file Form |-539 to extend your status
before the 1-94 date expires — a pending, timely extension
request is a different legal creature from an overstay.

How long should you say you are staying?

Shorter than you fear, and exactly as long as your story needs.
Officers do not reward marathon itineraries: a first-time
applicant with modest income requesting six months "to see
America" presents a funding story that cannot carry its own
weight, while the same applicant requesting three
well-planned weeks presents one that can. Let the purpose set
the duration — a conference is days, a family visit is weeks, a
treatment is its clinical course — and let your funds, your leave
approval from work, and your return ticket all tell the same
number of days. If the honest trip is long, document why it is
long and what resumes at home the week after it ends.
Duration is not a test of ambition; it is a test of coherence.

At the airport: the second, shorter interview

Getting the visa is not the end of the examination — it is the
end of the first one. On arrival, a CBP officer will ask the
purpose of your trip and how long you intend to stay, and may
look at your return ticket or funds. Answer as you answered at
the consulate: the same purpose, the same dates, the same
story — because the officer can see your file, and a trip that has
quietly mutated from "two weeks with my sister" into an
open-ended stay with a one-way itinerary is exactly what
secondary inspection exists for. After admission, look up your
Form 1-94 online the same day (CBP keeps it electronically),
confirm the "admit until" date is what you expect, and set your
departure inside it. If the date is shorter than your plans, your



plans — not the date — are what must change.

If you are refused

A B-visa refusal under §214(b) is not a permanent bar and
carries no appeal — Chapter 22 explains the full picture. What
matters here: you may reapply, with a new DS-160 and a new
fee, when your circumstances have materially changed — a
new job, a completed degree, a business that now exists on
paper. Reapplying next month with the identical facts invites
the identical answer, and the refusal remains visible to every
future officer. Patience plus a genuinely stronger file beats
persistence with a weak one.

With the visitor visa understood, we move to the category that
brings more young readers to America than any other: the
student visas — and the work rights that make them so much
more than a permission to sit in a classroom.
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Chapter 4 : Student Visas F-1 & M-1 —
Working During and After Study



By Jamal Amimi

An American degree is one of the most valuable exports on
earth, and the F-1 visa is the ticket to it. But the student visa is
a bargain with strict terms: the United States admits you to
study — full-time, at an approved school, with money you can
prove — and in exchange, once the degree is done, it offers the
most generous legal work bridge available to any temporary
visitor: up to a year of employment in your field, three years for
scientists and engineers. This chapter explains both halves of
the bargain, and the traps that void it.

F-1: study first, at a certified school only

The F-1 is for full-time academic study — university, college,
high school, or a language programme — at a school certified
under the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP). No
SEVP certification, no F-1: a course at an uncertified institution,
however genuine, cannot support the visa. Certification is the
school's burden, but verifying it is yours — the U.S. government
publishes the list of certified schools ("Study in the States"),
and Chapter 22's warnings about diploma mills begin with this
check.

The key document is Form 1-20, issued by the school after it
has admitted you and after you have proved you can pay for
tuition and living costs — typically a year of expenses
documented up front, with a credible plan for the years after.
The |-20 states your programme, its dates, and its cost; the
school's Designated School Official (DSO) signs it and
remains your administrative lifeline for the whole degree. Your
spouse and children travel as F-2 dependents, recorded on
their own |-20s.

The application sequence, step by step



1. Get admitted and receive Form 1-20 from your
SEVP-certified school.

2. Pay the SEVIS 1-901 fee: $350 for F-1 (and M-1), at
fmjfee.com — the fee that funds the student-tracking system.
Dependents pay no SEVIS fee. Keep the receipt; the consulate
will want it.

3. Complete Form DS-160 and pay the MRV fee of $185
(Chapter 2).

4. Attend the interview with your |-20, SEVIS receipt,
passport, and financial evidence — the bank statements,
sponsor's income and relationship documents that prove the
money on the |-20 is real.

5. Enter no earlier than 30 days before your programme start
date (the standard SEVP rule), carrying your [-20 and visa. At
entry, F-1 students are admitted for "duration of status" —
you may stay while you remain a genuine full-time student in
compliance, rather than until a fixed calendar date.

The student interview is a 214(b) interview. Unlike H-1B and L
workers, F-1 students are not exempt from the presumption of
immigrant intent. You must satisfy the officer both that you are a
bona fide student (real admission, real English or a real language
pathway, a study plan that makes sense for your life) and that you
have ties and a future at home the degree fits into. "l will decide
after | graduate" is the honest answer for many — but it must be
an answer about your field and your country's market, not about
staying at any cost.

Working during study: narrow doors, opened by
permission

An F-1 student may work on campus within Llimits, but
off-campus employment is forbidden unless specifically



authorised. Two authorised channels matter:

CPT — Curricular Practical Training. Paid or unpaid training
that is an integral part of your curriculum — a required
internship, a practicum built into the degree. It is authorised by
your DSO (not USCIS), recorded on your I-20, and is generally
available only after one academic year of full-time study. CPT
is powerful but burns a clock students forget: use it carelessly
and you can complicate the post-graduation benefit below —
ask your DSO to model your exact dates before accepting any
placement.

OPT — Optional Practical Training. The bridge to work after
graduation: 12 months of employment directly related to your
major, authorised by a DSO recommendation plus a Form
1-765 application to USCIS, which issues an Employment
Authorization Document (EAD) — you may not start work
until the EAD is in hand. Then the extension that makes
American STEM degrees so valuable: graduates whose degree
is on the DHS STEM Llist may add 24 more months (36 total) if
the employer is enrolled in E-Verify and a Form 1-983 training
plan is filed.

Two disciplines govern OPT and end more careers than any
rejection: unemployment caps — 90 days of unemployment
across initial OPT, 150 days total once STEM OPT is included
— and reporting duties to your DSO. Treat OPT as a status
with obligations, not a holiday with a work permit.

A proposed OPT fee — proposal only, not law. A DHS proposed
rule published 8 October 2026 would make SEVP schools pay
$70,000 for a first OPT recommendation and $30,000 for
later/STEM recommendations. As of this book's research it is a
proposal, open for public comment until 9 November 2026;
current OPT rules are unchanged and no student pays this fee



under it. We flag it because headlines will reach you before facts
do: do not plan around it, do not pay anyone because of it — and
verify its status before relying on either outcome.

F-1 or M-1? Choosing the right door

Families regularly ask "which student visa is easier?" — the
wrong question. The categories are not rivals; they describe
different studies. A bachelor's, master's, doctorate, or language
programme is F-1 territory. A certificate in aviation
maintenance, a culinary diploma, a technical trade course is
M-1. The consulate will test the fit between your programme
and your category, and a mismatch — an "M-1" applicant
whose real plan is an open-ended academic future, or an "F-1"
applicant at a school that only teaches trades — is a credibility
problem before it is a paperwork problem. Choose the school
and programme first, honestly; the category follows from them.

And run the full arithmetic before you commit, because student
fees stack: SEVIS $350, MRV $185, plus tuition deposits and
the funds you must show (not merely have) for the |-20 — with
the $250 Visa Integrity Fee of Chapter 2 potentially added at
issuance while its rollout remains uneven. None of these is the
expensive part of an American education; all of them are
cheaper than a refused application built on a school or a
funding story that was never real.

The student's three documents

Throughout your degree, your legal life rests on three papers
travelling together. Your passport and F-1 visa get you to the
border. Your Form 1-20 — current, signed, endorsed by your
DSO — proves the programme, the funding, and every
authorisation (CPT entries and the OPT recommendation Llive
here). Your Form 1-94 records each admission; F-1 students are



stamped "D/S" (duration of status), which is a privilege with a
condition: it lasts exactly as long as your compliance does.
Carry copies of all three whenever you travel, keep the
originals safer than money, and never let an I-20 programme
end-date pass without your DSO acting first — most status
emergencies in student life are calendar problems discovered
one day too late.

Fees at a glance (checked October 2026)

Item | Amount | Paid to / where
SEVIS 1-901 fee (F-1 and M-1) | $350 | fmjfee.com

MRV visa fee (F and M) | $185 | appointment system (Chapter
2)

OPT application, Form |-765 | per current Form G-1055 | USCIS
— check on the day of filing

Visa Integrity Fee, if charged at issuance | $250 | consulate —
rollout uneven (Chapter 2)

Dependents (F-2) pay no SEVIS fee. School tuition deposits are
the school's own business — but remember from Chapter 1
that anyone charging you for the government forms
themselves is committing fraud: I-20s, DS-160s and |-765s are
free documents.

M-1: the vocational student

The M-1 covers vocational and technical programmes —
mechanics, culinary institutes, technical trades — again only at
SEVP-certified schools, with the same 1-20 SEVIS $350

DS-160/5185 interview sequence. Two differences define it:
your stay is for the fixed length of the programme (M-1
students are not admitted for "duration of status"), and
practical training after the programme is far more limited



than F-1 OPT. If your long-term plan depends on working in
the U.S. after training, understand before you enrol that M-1 is
a corridor with a much shorter bridge at the end.

The golden rule of student status: your DSO is not a formality —
the DSO is the person whose authorisation makes work legal,
whose signature keeps your record valid, and whose office you
must inform of address changes, programme changes, and
employment. Students lose status every semester not through
fraud but through silence: a dropped course load, an unreported
job, an expired I-20 nobody extended. Stay full-time, stay
authorised, stay in touch.

Unauthorised work is the classic status-killer. Working off
campus without CPT/OPT authorisation — even briefly, even
unpaid where it should be a paid job — breaks F-1 status and can
destroy the OPT, H-1B, and green-card plans built on top of it.
The chapters ahead (6 and 14) show the lawful ladder from
classroom to career; it exists, it is used by hundreds of thousands
of graduates, and it starts with never stepping off it.

From the classroom we turn to its cousin in the exchange
world: the J-1 — a visa of extraordinary variety, carrying one
condition, the two-year home-residence rule, that has
ambushed more careers than any other single paragraph in this
book.
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Chapter 5: The J-1 Exchange Visitor —
and the Two-Year Home Rule 212(e)

The J-1 visa is America's exchange visa. It was not designed
mainly as a work visa or a study visa, but as a bridge between
countries: you come to the United States for a defined
programme of training, teaching, research, or cultural
exchange, you gain experience and contacts, and then — in the
classic design of the programme — you take what you learned
back home. That last part is not a polite suggestion. For many
J-1 holders it is written into the law itself, in a rule called INA



212(e), the two-year home-residence requirement. This
chapter explains who the J-1 is for, how the application works,
and — most importantly — how to know whether the two-year
rule applies to you, and what you can do about it if it does.

Who the J-1is for

The J-1 covers a family of exchange categories administered
through designated sponsor organisations. The best-known
are:

e Professors and research scholars — teaching, lecturing, or
conducting research at universities and research institutions.

e Teachers — teaching in accredited primary or secondary
schools.

¢ Trainees and interns — structured training with a host
organisation in an occupational field.

e Physicians — graduate medical education and clinical
training.
e Au pairs — living with a host family and providing childcare

while taking courses.

e Summer Work Travel — university students working and
travelling during their summer break.

e Camp counsellors and other short-term exchange categories.

Whatever the category, one thing is constant: you do not apply
for a J-1 on your own initiative. A designated sponsor
organisation must accept you into its programme first. The
sponsor screens you, confirms the host placement, and issues
the document that makes everything else possible.

The application, step by step



Step 1 — Get accepted by a sponsor and receive Form
DS-2019. The sponsor issues the Certificate of Eligibility for
Exchange Visitor Status, Form DS-2019. This form names you,
your category, your programme dates, and your funding. Read
it carefully the moment you receive it — an error in a name or a
date on this form will follow you through the whole process.

Step 2 — Pay the SEVIS 1-901 fee. The fee is $220 for most
J-1 categories. It is $35 for au pairs, camp counsellors, and
Summer Work Travel participants. Participants in U.S.
government-sponsored programmes (programme codes
beginning G-1, G-2, G-3, or G-7) pay nothing, and dependents
pay nothing. Pay the fee at fmjfee.com before your visa
interview and keep the receipt.

Step 3 — Complete Form DS-160 and pay the visa fee. The
standard nonimmigrant application described in Chapter 2
applies: DS-160 online through CEAC, then the MRV
application  fee of $185. (Participants in u.s.
government-sponsored J programmes are exempt from the
MRYV fee.)

Step 4 — Attend the interview with your passport, DS-160
confirmation page, DS-2019 signed by your sponsor, SEVIS fee
receipt, and the documents of your category — for example,
your host placement confirmation, evidence of funding, and
proof of your ties to your home country. Like every temporary
visa in this book, the J-1 requires you to convince the officer
that your stay is what the category says itis.

Step 5 — Enter and follow your programme. Your spouse and
unmarried children under 21 can accompany you in J-2 status,
tied to your programme and your DS-2019.



Tip: Your sponsor is your lifeline in the United States. Every
change — address, training site, funding, programme dates —
runs through the sponsor and appears on an updated
DS-2019. Keep the sponsor informed before things change, not
after.

The two-year home-residence requirement: INA
212(e)

Now the section of this chapter that matters most. Some — not
all — J-1 exchange visitors are subject to a rule that follows
them long after the programme ends: before they can move on
to certain other U.S. statuses, they must first spend two years
physically present in their home country (or country of last
permanent residence), or obtain a formal waiver of the
requirement.

Are you subject? The three triggers

You are subject to 212(e) if any one of these is true:

1. Government funding. Your exchange programme was
financed, in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, by the U.S.
government, by your home government, or by an international
organisation that received funding from either.

2. The Skills List. Your field of study or training appears on the
Exchange Visitor Skills List for your country — the list of
specialised knowledge and skills your home country has told
the United States it needs back. The list differs by country; the
2024 list is the current one in use.

3. Graduate medical training. You came to the United States to
receive graduate medical education or training (this catches J-1
physicians regardless of the other two triggers).



Warning: If you are subject, your J-2 spouse and children are
subject too — the requirement binds the whole family, not just
the principal.

What being subject actually blocks

Until you have either completed the two years at home or
received a waiver, you cannot:

e Obtain an H visa (including H-1B), an L visa, or a K visa;
e Obtain an immigrant visa or a green card; or

e Change status inside the United States to most other
categories (statuses A and G are the recognised exceptions).

Read that list again, because it surprises people: a J-1 scholar
who lands a dream job offer cannot simply convert to H-1B; a
J-1 who marries a U.S. citizen cannot simply collect a green
card. The two-year clock — or a waiver — stands in the
doorway first. Short visits home do not satisfy the rule: the time
must add up to a full two years (24 months) of aggregate
physical presence in the home country, and you should keep
passports, boarding passes, and entry/exit stamps as evidence,
because years later you may be asked to prove every month of
it.

How to know your status — do this before you plan
anything

Your visa stamp and your DS-2019 carry an annotation about
whether you are subject to 212(e). Check both documents as
soon as you receive them. But treat the annotation as a first
answer, not the final word: consular annotations are
occasionally wrong. If the annotation is unclear, seems
inconsistent with your funding and field, or your future plans
depend on the answer, you can request an Advisory Opinion



from the U.S. Department of State's Waiver Review Division —
a formal determination of whether you are subject. It is far
cheaper to settle this question at the beginning of your
programme than at the end, with a job offer or a wedding date
pressing on you.

Tip: If there is any chance you will later want H-1B, L, or a
green card, plan around 212(e) from day one: keep your
funding documents, keep your travel records, and note the
two-year arithmetic in your calendar from the moment your
programme ends.

The waivers: five doors out of the rule

If you are subject and cannot (or do not wish to) spend two
years at home first, the law provides waiver routes. A granted
waiver removes the requirement entirely. The main grounds
are:

1. No Objection Statement. Your home government states,
through its embassy, that it does not object to you not
returning. This is the most common route — but it is not
available if your programme was funded by the U.S.
government, and physicians who came for graduate medical
training cannot use it either.

2. Exceptional hardship. You show that your departure would
cause exceptional hardship to your U.S. citizen or
green-card-holder spouse or child. Ordinary separation
sadness is not enough; the hardship must be genuinely
exceptional and documented.

3. Persecution. You show you would be subject to persecution
on returning home on account of race, religion, or political
opinion.



4. Interested Government Agency (IGA). A U.S. federal
agency that wants your work asks for the waiver in the public
interest.

5. The Conrad programme (physicians). J-1 physicians who
received graduate medical training can obtain a waiver through
a state health department in exchange for working full-time in
a medically underserved area, typically for three years.

The waiver process itself runs through the State Department's
Waiver Review Division with its own application and fee, and
some grounds also involve USCIS. It takes months. Apply early
— a waiver requested after your H-1B petition is already filed
is a race you did not need to run.

Warning: Do not listen to anyone who tells you 212(e)
"doesn't matter" or "is never checked." It is checked precisely at
the moment you can least afford a surprise — at the H-1B
petition, the immigrant visa interview, or the green-card
adjudication. The exchange visitor who verifies his status in
month one sleeps well; the one who assumes discovers the
rule in year three.

The chapter in one page

e The J-1 is an exchange visa: a designated sponsor accepts
you and issues Form DS-2019; you then pay the SEVIS fee
(5220, or $35 for au pair / camp / summer work travel), file
the DS-160, pay $185, and interview.

e INA 212(e) — the two-year home-residence requirement —
applies if your programme was government-funded, your field
is on your country's Skills List, or you came for graduate
medical training. It binds your J-2 family too.

e While it applies, you cannot get H, L, or K visas, an
immigrant visa / green card, or change status (A/G excepted)



until you complete two years at home or win a waiver.

e The waivers: no-objection, exceptional hardship, persecution,
interested government agency, and the Conrad programme for
physicians.

e Check the annotation on your visa and DS-2019 immediately;

when in doubt, request a State Department Advisory Opinion.

This chapter is general information, not legal advice. Fees and
rules were checked in October 2026 — always confirm on
uscis.gov and travel.state.gov on the day you file.
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Chapter 6: H Work Visas — H-1B
Specialists and H-2 Temporary Workers

Every year, more people around the world dream about the
H-1B than about almost any other U.S. visa — and almost
everything popularly believed about it is slightly wrong. It is
not a visa you apply for. It is not a lottery you enter by yourself.
And the government fees attached to it are, for the most part,
legally your employer's problem, not yours. This chapter
explains how the H visas really work: the famous H-1B for
specialty-occupation professionals, the less famous H-2A and
H-2B for temporary workers — and two 2025-2026
earthquakes you must know about: the new wage-weighted
lottery and the contested $100,000 fee proclamation.

The first rule of H-1B: you never file it yourself

An H-1B is an employer-petitioned visa from first step to last.
A U.S. employer sponsors you for a specific job; without that



employer, there is no case at all. The job must be a specialty
occupation — a position that requires, at minimum, a
bachelor's degree or its equivalent in a specific field of study,
and you must actually hold that degree (or the equivalent
combination of education and experience).

The employer's petition proceeds in order:

Step 1 — The Labor Condition Application (LCA). Before
touching USCIS, the employer files a Labor Condition
Application with the U.S. Department of Labor. In it, the
employer promises to pay you at least the prevailing wage for
that occupation in that area, and to maintain the required
working conditions. No certified LCA, no petition.

Step 2 — The cap registration (for cap-subject employers). If
the employer is subject to the annual cap — most private
employers are — it must first register you electronically in the
March registration window and win selection (see below)
before it may file anything.

Step 3 — Form 1-129. The employer files the Petition for a
Nonimmigrant Worker, Form 1-129, with the certified LCA and
your credentials. If you are abroad, approval leads to a consular
visa interview (the petition-based MRV fee for H visas is $205);
if you are lawfully in the U.S., the approval can change or
extend your status. Cap-subject approvals normally start on 1
October, the first day of the federal fiscal year.

Step 4 — Work only for that employer, in that job. H-1B
status is welded to the petition: change employers and the new
employer must file a new petition.

The cap, the lottery — and the new weighted system



Congress caps new H-1Bs at 85,000 per year: 65,000 under
the regular cap, plus 20,000 reserved for holders of a U.S.
master's degree or higher. Demand routinely exceeds supply,
so USCIS runs a selection process — the famous "lottery." Two
structural facts first:

e Cap-exempt employers never play. Universities and their
affiliated non-profits, and non-profit or government research
organisations, can file H-1Bs at any time of year, in any
number, with no lottery at all.

e One entry per person. Since 2024 the system is
beneficiary-centric: however many employers register you, you
count once — multiple registrations give no extra chances.

The weighted lottery (2026, verify before relying). By a final
rule published 29 December 2025 and effective 27 February
2026, selection from the FY2027 season onward is weighted
by the wage level offered in the registration: a job offered at
Wage Level | gives the beneficiary 1 entry, Level Il gives 2,
Level Ill gives 3, and Level IV gives 4. The practical message
for readers: a genuine, well-paid offer from a real employer
now matters even more than before, and rock-bottom-wage
registrations carry the weakest odds. The registration fee is
$215 per beneficiary (it was $10 for years). The March 2026
registration ran 4-19 March; selected employers file full
petitions from April for an October start. Wage-weighting is
brand new — confirm the current season's mechanics on
uscis.gov before planning around them.

The $100,000 proclamation — read the hedge, not
just the headline

In flux / litigated. A Presidential Proclamation of 19
September 2025, effective 21 September 2025, imposed a



$100,000 fee on certain new H-1B petitions for beneficiaries
who are outside the United States without a valid H-1B visa
(including cases routed for consular notification). Equally
important is what it does not reach, according to USCIS
guidance: it does not apply to petitions filed before that
moment, to people who already hold currently valid H-1B
visas, or to extensions, amendments, and changes of status
granted inside the United States.

The fee's fate is genuinely unsettled: it has been challenged in
court, and one law-firm update reports a U.S. District Court in
Massachusetts ruling on 8 June 2026 that the fee was unlawful
— a report this book treats as litigation in progress, not
settled law. The honest bottom line for a reader in 2026: if a
U.S. employer is petitioning for you while you are abroad, the
$100,000 question must be analysed with current counsel
before filing, because it can be case-ending; if you already hold
a valid H-1B visa or are extending inside the U.S., the
proclamation by its own terms does not apply to you. Do not
let a headline — in either direction — make your decision.

H-1B duration

Initial H-1B status is granted for up to 3 years, and the normal
maximum is 6 vyears in total. (Certain workers with
long-pending green-card cases can extend beyond six years —
a detail for Chapter 14's territory, and a reason to start the
green-card conversation with your employer early rather than
late.)

Who pays what — a protection you should know

Beyond the $215 registration and the basic 1-129 filing fee,
H-1B petitions carry employer-side charges: the ACWIA
training fee of $750 or $1,500 depending on employer size, a



$500 fraud-prevention fee, and the Asylum Program Fee
(5600, or $300 for small employers, SO for non-profits). By
law and regulation, key parts of this — the ACWIA and fraud
fees in particular — must be paid by the employer and cannot
be passed to you.

Warning: An "employer" or agent who asks you to pay the
government petition fees, the training fee, or a "processing
charge" for your own H-1B is breaking the rules and showing
you exactly what kind of employer he is. Legitimate sponsors
pay their own petitions.

H-2A and H-2B: the temporary-worker visas

The H family has a second branch, built for temporary labour
needs rather than professional careers.

H-2A — agricultural workers. For temporary or seasonal farm
work. There is no annual cap. The employer must first obtain a
temporary labour certification from the Department of Labor,
proving that there are not enough able, willing, and available
U.S. workers and that hiring you will not adversely affect the
wages and conditions of U.S. workers — then file Form [-129.

H-2B — non-agricultural workers. For seasonal, peak-load,
intermittent, or one-time needs outside farming: hospitality,
landscaping, seafood processing, resorts. The cap is 66,000
per year, split into two halves of 33,000, with occasional
supplemental releases by the government in some years
(FY2026's supplemental release was reported at roughly
35,000). The same DOL temporary labour certification is
required first.

For both H-2s:



e Eligible nationalities only. Workers must be nationals of
countries on the official H-2-eligible countries list, which the
Department of Homeland Security publishes annually.

e Morocco — check the current list. This book's research could
not verify Morocco's presence on the 2026 list. Before
building any plan on H-2, confirm Morocco appears on the list
for the year you would apply, on the official USCIS H-2 page. If
it is not listed, the route is closed for that year no matter what
an agent promises.

e Stays are granted in increments of up to one year, to a
maximum total of 3 years, after which a period abroad is
required before returning in H-2 status.

Tip: H-2 jobs are recruited by employers and their authorised
agents — the worker pays no one for the job itself. The U.S.
government maintains resources on H-2 worker rights; know
that your visa ties you to the petitioning employer, and that
being charged recruitment fees by intermediaries is a classic
sign of fraud (see Chapter 22).

The chapter in one page

e H-1B is employer-filed only: a specialty occupation
(bachelor's or equivalent), a certified LCA at the prevailing
wage, then Form 1-129. You cannot self-apply.

e The cap is 85,000 (65,000 + 20,000 U.S. master's).
Universities and research non-profits are exempt. From
FY2027, selection is wage-weighted (Levels I-IV = 1-4
entries); registration is $215 in March.

e The $100,000 proclamation (Sept 2025) targets new
petitions for beneficiaries outside the U.S. without valid H-1B
visas; it does not apply to pre-filed cases, current visa holders,
or granted in-U.S. extensions — and it is in litigation. Verify its



status before any filing from abroad.

e H-1B runs up to 3 years at a time, 6 years normally in total.
The ACWIA and fraud fees are the employer's legal duty,
never yours.

e H-2A (farm, no cap) and H-2B (non-farm, 66,000 cap) both
require a prior DOL temporary labour certification; stays total
at most 3 years. Morocco's place on the current H-2 country
list must be confirmed before relying on this route.

This chapter is general information, not legal advice. Fees and
rules were checked in October 2026 — always confirm on
uscis.gov and travel.state.gov on the day you file.
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Chapter 7: L-1 Transfers, O-1
Extraordinary Ability, and Other
Categories

Not every work visa runs through the H-1B's crowded lottery
gate. If your company has offices on both sides of the ocean,
there is a transfer visa built exactly for you. If you are genuinely
at the top of your field — an award-winner, a published name,
a person others judge — there is a visa that asks you to prove it
with documents instead of luck. And around those two
headline categories sits a ring of smaller, specialised visas that
readers constantly confuse with one another. This chapter
maps them all — who each one is really for, and the trap
hidden inside the most misunderstood one of all, the TN.

L-1: the intracompany transfer

The L-1 exists for multinationals moving their own people. A
company with a qualifying relationship — parent, branch,
subsidiary, or affiliate — between an office abroad and an
office in the United States can transfer an employee across.
The core conditions:



e One continuous year abroad. Within the last 3 years, you
must have worked for the foreign company continuously for at
least one year.

e The right capacity, both sides. You worked abroad, and will
work in the U.S., in one of two capacities:

e L-1A — executive or managerial: directing the organisation
or a major function, supervising professional staff, exercising
discretion over operations.

e L-1B — specialised knowledge: you hold special knowledge
of the company's products, services, research, systems, or
procedures that is not readily available in the U.S. labour
market.

e Employer files. As with the H visas, the company petitions
with Form 1-129 (petition-based MRV fee: $205). Large
multinationals may use a blanket L programme that pre-clears
the corporate relationship, making individual transfers faster.

How long. Initial approval is up to 3 years (a brand-new U.S.
office starts with 1 year to get established). The maximum stay
is 7 years for L-1A and 5 years for L-1B.

Two features make the L-1 strategically precious. First, there is
no annual cap and no lottery — a qualifying transfer can be
filed any week of the year. Second, the L-1 is a dual-intent
visa: pursuing a green card does not contradict your status.
That is why Chapter 14 returns to it — the L-1A EB-1C route
lets multinational executives move from transfer to green card
without the PERM labour-certification stage that other
employment routes require.

Tip: The one-year-abroad requirement is continuous
employment with the foreign entity, counted inside the three
years before the petition. Short business trips to the U.S. do not



necessarily break it, but long absences can — map your
calendar before your company files, not after a denial explains
the arithmetic to you.

O-1: for the truly accomplished — evidence instead of
luck

The O-1 is America's visa for the top of the field, and it works
on a completely different logic from the H-1B: no cap, no
lottery, no registration season — but a dossier that must prove
sustained acclaim.

e O-1A covers extraordinary ability in the sciences, education,
business, or athletics.

e O-1B covers extraordinary achievement in the arts, or
extraordinary achievement in film and television.

How you qualify. The clean way is a major, internationally
recognised award — the Nobel-level, championship-level kind.
Almost everyone else qualifies the working way: at least 3 of 8
evidentiary criteria, followed by a final merits determination
that, looking at the whole record, you really are among the
small percentage at the very top of your field. The eight criteria
are:

1. Nationally or internationally recognised awards for
excellence;

2. Membership in associations that require outstanding
achievement, judged by recognised experts;

3. Published material about you in major media or
professional publications;

4. Service as a judge of the work of others in your field (peer
review, panels, juries);

5. Original contributions of major significance to the field;



6. Authorship of scholarly articles in professional or major
media;

7. A critical or essential role for an organisation with a
distinguished reputation;

8. A high salary or other significantly high remuneration
compared with others in the field.

Three checked boxes are necessary but not magic: USCIS still
weighs the totality — a genuinely strong case reads like the
biography of someone the field itself has repeatedly singled
out.

The rest of the structure. You need a specific U.S. job,
engagement, or role, petitioned by a U.S. employer or a U.S.
agent (the O-1 is never purely self-sponsored — even
freelancers work through an agent-petitioner). The petition is
Form 1-129 with the petition-based MRV fee of $205 at the
consular stage. Admission is for up to 3 years, with 1-year
extensions for as long as the work continues.

Warning: The O-1 market is full of consultants who will
"package" almost anyone for a fee. Packaged praise is easy to
spot and hard to survive: adjudicators read the evidence, not
the binder. If your record honestly shows three-plus strong
criteria, the O-1 may be your best route in this book — no
lottery stands between you and it. If it does not, no packaging
fixes that, and your money is better spent building the record.

The smaller categories — know them so you never
confuse them
R-1 — religious workers. For members of a religious

denomination who have belonged for at least 2 years and are
coming to work for a bona fide non-profit religious



organisation in the U.S. in a religious occupation or vocation, at
least 20 hours a week. The organisation petitions on Form
[-129 (MRV $205); an on-site inspection of the organisation is
common. Status runs up to 30 months initially, 5 years
maximum. (The related EB-4 religious-worker green-card
programme for non-ministers has a separate, unstable
legislative history — check its current status before relying on
that route; see Chapter 15.)

C — transit. For immediate transit through the United States to
another destination. Most nationalities — Moroccans included
— need a C-1 visa even for a simple airport layover on separate
tickets. D — crew. For airline and vessel crew members, who
must depart within 29 days. The two are often issued
combined as C-1/D. MRV fee $185.

| — media. For representatives of foreign media — journalists,
reporters, film crews — travelling on assignment for a foreign
media organisation headquartered abroad. Freelancers qualify
only with a contract with a qualifying organisation, and an | visa
does not authorise working for a U.S. media outlet. MRV $185;
duration follows the assignment.

Named so they stop causing confusion: P visas are for
athletes, artists, and entertainers coming for specific events or
performances; Q is for cultural-exchange participants in
approved programmes; H-3 is for trainees in programmes not
primarily designed to provide employment; E-3 is a
specialty-occupation visa reserved exclusively to Australian
citizens — other nationalities who see it advertised are looking
at a category that can never apply to them.

The TN warning — the visa that is not for you



Every guide for Arabic-speaking readers must say this once,
loudly, because the TN is constantly marketed online as if it
were a general North-American work visa. The TN exists only
under USMCA (the successor to NAFTA), and only citizens of
Canada and Mexico qualify. The job must be in a profession
listed in the agreement — accountant, engineer, computer
systems analyst, scientist, pharmacist, registered nurse, college
or university teacher, lawyer, management consultant, and
similar — with the degree or licence that profession requires,
and a U.S. job offer in it. Status is granted in 3-year
increments, renewable indefinitely, but the TN is not a
dual-intent category.

A Moroccan national does not qualify for TN on Moroccan
nationality — full stop. (Only a reader who also holds
Canadian or Mexican citizenship could use it, on that
citizenship.) Any adviser who offers to "get you a TN" as a
Moroccan is offering you a refusal.

One more practical point: your family on L and O
visas

Your spouse and unmarried children under 21 accompany you
as L-2 (on an L-1 case) or O-3 (on an O-1 case) dependents.
Under current practice, L-2 spouses are
employment-authorised incident to status — they may work
for any employer without a separate work permit — although
this is a policy position that should be re-verified at the time
you rely on it. O-3 dependents may study but are not
authorised to work. In both families, the dependents' status
rises and falls with the principal's: when the L-1 or O-1 ends,
so does the family's stay.

The chapter in one page



e L-1: transfer inside a multinational after 1 continuous year
abroad within the last 3, in an executive/managerial (L-1A, up
to 7 years) or specialised-knowledge (L-1B, up to 5 years)
role. No cap, no lottery, dual intent — and the L-1A feeds the
EB-1C green-card route.

e O-1: sustained acclaim proven by a major award or 3 of 8
criteria plus a final-merits review; needs a U.S. employer/agent
and a specific role; up to 3 years, 1-year extensions; no cap, no
lottery.

e R-1 religious workers (2 years' membership, non-profit
religious employer, 5-year max), C/D transit and crew (29 days
for crew), | foreign media — and P, Q, H-3, E-3 (Australians
only) exist for their own narrow purposes.

e TN is for citizens of Canada and Mexico only. Moroccan
nationality alone never qualifies.

This chapter is general information, not legal advice. Fees and
rules were checked in October 2026 — always confirm on
uscis.gov and travel.state.gov on the day you file.
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Chapter 8: E-2 Investment — and the K
Fiancé(e)/Spouse Visas

This chapter joins two subjects that meet in the lives of the
same readers: the entrepreneur who wants to build a business
in America, and the couple whose future depends on a
wedding. Both the E and the K visas are "treaty and family"
doors that sit outside the big systems of the earlier chapters —
and the E chapter opens with the single most consequential
fact in this book for its Moroccan readers.

The Moroccan fact, stated exactly

The E visas exist only for nationals of countries that hold the
right treaty with the United States — and the two E categories
rest on different treaties. So read this precisely:

e Morocco IS an E-2 treaty country, and has been since 29
May 1991.

e Morocco is NOT an E-1 treaty country at all.



That means a Moroccan national can obtain an E-2 investor
visa, and can never obtain an E-1 trader visa. When a website,
an agent, or a well-meaning friend tells a Moroccan about "the
E-1/E-2 treaty visa" as if both were open, half of that sentence
is simply false for Morocco. Everything below about the E
category in this book therefore means E-2.

(For completeness: E-1, where it exists for other nationalities,
covers traders carrying on substantial trade conducted
principally — more than 50% — between the United States
and the treaty country. It is described here only so that
Moroccan readers recognise the term and know it does not
apply to them.)

E-2: what the investor visa actually requires

The E-2 lets a treaty-country national come to the United
States to develop and direct a business he or she has invested
in. It is a working owner's visa, not a passive-investor's visa,
and its requirements form a chain — every link is examined:

1. Treaty nationality. You hold the nationality of an E-2 treaty
country — for this book's readers, Morocco.

2. A substantial investment, actually committed. You have
invested, or are actively in the process of investing, a
substantial amount of capital. The money must be at risk —
spent, committed, and exposed to loss if the business fails.
Money sitting untouched in a bank account is not an
investment.

3. No legal minimum — whatever the market tells you. The
law sets no fixed statutory minimum amount. Officers instead
test proportionality: the investment must be substantial
relative to the cost of the business, enough to ensure the
enterprise's success. In practice, applications built on very



small sums — below roughly $100,000 — are rarely credible,
but treat that figure as market practice, not a rule you can rely
on in either direction.

4. A real, non-marginal enterprise. The business must be
bona fide and operating (or ready to operate) — a real
commercial enterprise producing goods or services. And it must
be non-marginal: it must have the capacity to generate
significantly more than a minimal living for you and your family,
and ideally to create jobs for U.S. workers. An investment
whose only economic function is to feed its owner fails this
test.

5. Ownership and control. You own at least 50% of the
enterprise and control it.

6. Lawful source of funds. Every dirham and dollar must be
traceable to a lawful source, with a documented paper trail.
Untraceable cash is the classic E-2 killer.

7. You come to run it. Your role is to develop and direct the
enterprise — you are its active owner-manager, not a remote
shareholder.

Applying, and the shape of E-2 life

E-2 applications are made at the U.S. consulate (in Morocco,
Casablanca), with the business documentation assembled as a
structured case: the investment trail, the company's formation
and licences, leases, contracts, payroll evidence, and a business
plan for an enterprise not yet trading. The MRV fee for E visas
is $315. Two features define life in E-2 status:

e Admission is in 2-year increments, renewable indefinitely
for as long as the business genuinely operates — there is no
lifetime cap like the L-1's seven years. The distinction to
memorise: the visa stamp for Moroccan E-2 holders is listed



with a validity of 5 years, but each entry grants a stay of up to
2 years — your 1-94, not the stamp, controls how long you may
remain on that trip.

e Your spouse (E-2S) is authorised to work for any employer
incident to his or her status under current practice; children
attend school but do not work.

Warning: The E-2 has no direct bridge to a green card. Years
in E-2 status do not, by themselves, ripen into residence.
Owners who later want permanence plan a separate route (for
example EB-5, Chapter 15, or an employer/family path) while
the business runs. Build the company — but do not mistake a
renewable visa for a road that is quietly taking you somewhere
else.

Tip: Because there is no statutory minimum, the strength of an
E-2 case is its proportionality and its paper. A fully
documented, genuinely trading business at a modest size
makes a better case than a large round number parked in an
account with a thin file.

K-1: the fiancé(e) visa

The K-1 exists for one couple only: an unmarried foreign
fiancé(e) of a U.S. citizen, coming to the United States to
marry. Notice the petitioner: citizens only. A green-card holder
cannot file for a fiancé(e) — LPRs must marry first and then use
the F2A family route of Part Three.

The sequence:

Step 1 — Form 1-129F. The citizen files the Petition for Alien
Fiancé(e), Form I-129F, with USCIS. The fee is $675. You must
prove a genuine relationship and, critically, that you have met
in person within the last 2 years before filing (waivers of the



meeting requirement are narrow — extreme hardship or a
cultural practice forbidding it).

Step 2 — Consular processing. After approval, the case
passes through the National Visa Center to the consulate. The
fiancé(e) files the DS-160, pays the K MRV fee of $265,
completes the panel-physician medical exam, and interviews.
Unmarried children derive K-2 status.

Step 3 — Enter and marry within 90 days. The K-1 holder
enters and must marry the same petitioner within 90 days of
entry — with no extension. If the wedding does not happen,
the fiancé(e) must leave the United States; K-1 status cannot
be converted into any other category as a consolation prize.

Step 4 — Adjust status. After the marriage, the couple files
Form 1-485 (Chapter 13) for the green card. Until then, the K-1
holder cannot work without an employment authorisation
document. One consequence surprises couples: because the
marriage is brand new, the green card that results is a
conditional one, valid for two years — the couple must later
file Form 1-751 ($750) in the 90 days before it expires to
remove the conditions, exactly as Chapter 12 explains for all
young marriages.

Renewals and endings, on the E-2 side. Each E-2 renewal
re-examines the same chain from the beginning: the consulate
or USCIS will want to see that the enterprise is still real, still
trading, and still more than marginal — tax returns, payroll
records, and bank activity are the evidence that matters. If the
business closes or is sold, the basis of the status disappears
with it; E-2 is a visa that lives exactly as long as the enterprise
does. Owners therefore treat renewal paperwork as a
permanent habit of the business, not a task for the month



before expiry.

K-3: the spouse visa that practice overtook

The K-3 was created for the spouse of a U.S. citizen who is
already married and waiting abroad for an immigrant visa: the
citizen files Form 1-130, then a second |I-129F (which carries no
USCIS fee for K-3 use), so the spouse could wait inside the
United States instead.

In practice, readers should file it under "exists, but rarely your
answer": USCIS usually approves the 1-130 at about the same
time, and the National Visa Center administratively closes the
K-3 in favour of the proper IR-1/CR-1 immigrant visa. K-3 is
not a shortcut around the family-immigration process, and
advisers who sell it as one are selling a detour. The honest
route for a citizen's spouse is Part Three of this book: 1-130,
NVC, immigrant visa — or adjustment of status where it
lawfully applies.

The chapter in one page

e Morocco: E-2 YES (treaty since 29 May 1991), E-1 NO —
Moroccans can be investors under E-2 and can never use E-1.

e E-2 requires a substantial, at-risk investment in a real,
non-marginal enterprise, 250% ownership, documented
lawful funds, and you as its active director. There is no
statutory minimum amount. Fee $315; stays run in renewable
2-year increments (Moroccan visa validity listed at 5 years). No
direct green-card bridge.

e K-1: fiancé(e) of a citizen only; Form |I-129F ($675); must
have met in person within 2 years; K fee $265; marry within
90 days of entry or leave; then adjust status.



e K-3: a waiting-room visa for citizens' spouses that practice
has made rarely used — administratively closed in favour of
the IR-1/CR-1 immigrant visa. Not a shortcut.

This chapter is general information, not legal advice. Fees and
rules were checked in October 2026 — always confirm on

uscis.gov and travel.state.gov on the day you file.
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Chapter 9: Who Can Petition for Whom
— Immediate Relatives vs Preferences

Family immigration is the oldest and largest road into the
United States, and it begins with a question that sounds simple
and is constantly answered wrong: who is allowed to petition
for whom? A green-card holder cannot bring his mother. A
citizen cannot speed up a sibling. A son who marries quietly
can destroy his mother's petition without knowing it. This
chapter draws the one map every family needs before
spending a dollar: the golden table of who can sponsor whom,
the uncapped fast lane of the Immediate Relatives, and the
capped, queued world of the Family Preference categories.

The golden table

Everything in family immigration flows from the petitioner's
status. Learn these two rows and you know more than most
agents' advertising:

Petitioner | Can petition for



U.S. citizen aged 21 or over | Spouse; children — of any age,
married or unmarried; parents; brothers and sisters

U.S. citizen under 21 | Spouse and children (parents and
siblings require a petitioner of 21)

Green-card holder (LPR) | Only a spouse and unmarried sons
and daughters, of any age

And the negative space of that table matters just as much:

e A green-card holder cannot petition for a parent, a sibling,
or a married child. There is no form, no fee, and no exception
that changes this. The LPR's road to bringing a parent runs
through the LPR's own naturalisation first (Chapter 18).

e If an LPR's unmarried son or daughter marries, the petition
is automatically revoked — the law treats the category as
having ceased to exist. Families have lost years of queue
position to a wedding nobody thought to mention to a lawyer
first.

e Even for citizens, different relatives stand in different queues
— which is where the two great divisions of family immigration
appear.

Lane one: Immediate Relatives — no cap, no bulletin

Some relatives of U.S. citizens are called Immediate Relatives
(IR), and they enjoy the single most valuable privilege in the
family system: there is no annual numerical limit on them,
and they never wait in the Visa Bulletin queue (Chapter 10
explains the Bulletin; IR families get to ignore it entirely). The
Immediate Relatives are:

e The spouse of a U.S. citizen — visa class IR-1 (or CR-1 if the
marriage is less than two years old when the spouse is
admitted — the "C" means conditional, a two-year card



explained in Chapter 12).
e The unmarried child under 21 of a U.S. citizen — class IR-2.

e The parent of a U.S. citizen who is at least 21 years old —
class IR-5.

e Adopted orphans in the related IR-3/IR-4 classes.

For an IR case, the timeline is driven by processing — petition,
National Visa Center, interview — and not by a multi-year line.
This is why the petitioner's naturalisation is often a family's real
strategy: the day an LPR becomes a citizen, a spouse's case and
a child's case can be upgraded out of the preference queues
into the Immediate Relative lane, and parents become
petitionable for the first time.

Warning for IR children: the "under 21 and unmarried"
definition is a cliff edge. A child who turns 21 ("ages out") or
marries before immigrating falls out of IR into the preference
system. The Child Status Protection Act softens some cases,
but the safe rule stands: for young adult children, time and
marriage are legal events, not just family ones — take advice
before either happens.

Lane two: the Family Preference categories — capped
and queued

Everyone else in the table waits in the Family Preference
system: four categories, each with a fixed annual number of

visas for the entire world, sharing a worldwide
family-sponsored limit of 226,000 visas a year. The categories:

Category | Who it covers | Annual number

F1 | Unmarried sons and daughters (21+) of U.S. citizens |
23,400



F2A | Spouses and unmarried children under 21 of green-card
holders | ~77% of 114,200

F2B | Unmarried sons and daughters (21+) of green-card
holders | ~23% of 114,200

F3 | Married sons and daughters of U.S. citizens | 23,400
F4 | Brothers and sisters of U.S. citizens aged 21+ | 65,000

Two structural rules shape every wait in this system:

1. The 7% per-country cap. No single country of birth may
receive more than 7% of a category's visas in a year.
(Chargeability follows your country of birth, not your
citizenship — a fact Chapter 10 uses, and occasionally a relief:
a beneficiary born in a low-demand country queues by that
country even if his passport is from somewhere
oversubscribed.)

2. First come, first served, by priority date. Your place in line is
fixed by the date your petition is filed — your priority date —
and the monthly Visa Bulletin announces how far each queue
has advanced.

How long are the waits, honestly? They depend on the
category and the month, and any book that prints a single
number is lying to you by the time it ships. In 2026 bulletin
reporting, F1 waits for most countries ran on the order of nine
years; F2A was comparatively quick, around two years, and
even appeared as "current" on the filing chart in August 2026
reporting; F4 — siblings — is the longest queue in family
immigration, and for the most oversubscribed countries
(Mexico, India, China, the Philippines) waits in some categories
run beyond twenty years. Morocco is not among the heavily
oversubscribed countries, which is a genuine advantage for this
book's readers — but "shorter than Mexico" still means years in



F1, F3, and above all F4. Plan family life, work, and
expectations around the real queue; Chapter 10 will teach you
to read exactly where your line stands.

Tip: Categories can be an asset as well as a queue. When a
petitioner naturalises, cases can upgrade (an F2B case
becomes F1; an F2A spouse becomes an Immediate Relative).
And a married child's divorce can restore an unmarried
category. Life changes move immigration cases — always tell
your file about them.

The question every reader asks: can my spouse and
children come with me?

In the preference categories (F1-F4), generally yes: the
principal beneficiary's spouse and unmarried children under 21
can immigrate with the principal as derivatives on the same
petition — no separate petitions, no new queue positions. That
is how an F3 son brings his wife and children with him when
his number comes up. Immediate Relatives have no
derivatives: each IR relative needs his or her own petition. A
citizen's parent, for example, cannot automatically bring her
younger children along as derivatives — each needs a route of
his or her own. This is one of the most painful surprises in
family immigration, and one more reason to plan early, while
children are still young enough to fit inside the definition of
"child" wherever possible.

A worked example: one Moroccan family, three
different answers

Watch the table work on a single family. Yassine, a green-card
holder in Ohio, wants to bring three people. His wife in
Casablanca: he can petition for her today — she queues in F2A.
His mother: he cannot petition for her at all; she must wait until



Yassine naturalises (five years of residence, Chapter 18), after
which she becomes an Immediate Relative with no queue at
all. His brother, when Yassine eventually becomes a citizen,
can be petitioned — but into F4, the longest line in the system.
Same family, same petitioner, three completely different legal
answers — and a naturalisation ceremony in the middle that
changes two of them. That is why this chapter's table comes
before every form and fee in Part Three: the petitioner's status
is destiny.

One vocabulary set before the next chapter

Three terms will carry the rest of Part Three:

e Petitioner — the citizen or green-card holder in the United
States who files. Only the people in the golden table can be
petitioners, only for the relatives listed.

e Beneficiary — the relative abroad (or in the U.S.) who will
immigrate on the petition.

e Priority date — the beneficiary's place in the queue, set by
the filing date of the petition, Form I-130. The next chapter is
built on it.

The chapter in one page

e A citizen 21+ petitions for a spouse, children of any age and
marital status, parents, and siblings. A green-card holder
petitions only for a spouse and unmarried sons/daughters —
never parents, siblings, or married children; and if that
unmarried child marries, the petition is automatically revoked.

e Immediate Relatives — a citizen's spouse, unmarried
children under 21, and parents — face no annual cap and no
Visa Bulletin wait.



e The preferences queue by priority date under a 226,000
worldwide family limit: F1 23,400; F2A/F2B sharing 114,200;
F3 23,400; F4 65,000 — with a 7% per-country ceiling.

e Waits range from about two years (F2A, recently) to nine
years or far more (F1, F4, oversubscribed countries). Morocco's
queues are not the world's worst — but they are measured in
years, and the petitioner naturalising often changes everything.

This chapter is general information, not legal advice. Fees and
rules were checked in October 2026 — always confirm on
uscis.gov and travel.state.gov on the day you file.
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Chapter 10: Form I-130 and the Visa
Bulletin — the Petition and Your Priority
Date

By Jamal Amimi

Almost every family immigration story in this book begins with
a single form: Form 1-130, Petition for Alien Relative. It is the
front door of the family system — and also one of the most



misunderstood forms in all of U.S. immigration. People
celebrate when it is approved, believing the green card itself
has been granted. It has not. Understanding exactly what the
I-130 does — and what it does not do — will save you from the
most common planning mistake in family immigration: acting as
if the journey were over when it has only just begun.

What the I-130 Actually Does

The 1-130 does one thing only: it asks USCIS to verify and
formally recognise a family relationship. When USCIS approves
it, the government is saying: yes, we accept that this petitioner
and this beneficiary really are spouses, parent and child, or
siblings, as claimed. That is all.

An approved |-130:
e Does not grant any immigration status. The beneficiary is

not "legal" because of it.

e Does not grant a visa or a green card by itself. It is step one,
not the destination.

e Does not authorise entry to, or stay in, the United States. A
beneficiary abroad cannot board a plane on the strength of an
[-130 approval.

e Does not stop removal or protect against it. It is evidence of
a pending family case, nothing more.

What the approval does give you is a place in line — and in the
capped categories described in Chapter 9, that place in line is
everything.

Filing the I-130, Step by Step

Step 1 — The petitioner prepares the petition. Only the U.S.
citizen or green-card holder (the petitioner) files the I-130. The



person hoping to immigrate (the beneficiary) does not file it
and, in consular cases, may never deal with USCIS directly at
all.

Step 2 — Gather the proof. The petition must be supported by
documents proving two things: the petitioner's own status
(citizenship or lawful permanent residence) and the family
relationship itself — a marriage certificate for a spouse, birth
certificates showing the parent—child link, and the like. Civil
documents that are not in English need certified English
translations.

Step 3 — File and pay. You may file online through a USCIS
account or by paper. The fee is $625 when filed online and
$675 on paper — a small but real saving for filing
electronically. Pay exactly the correct fee for the method you
choose: USCIS rejects filings with the wrong fee, and a rejected
filing means a lost filing date.

Step 4 — Keep the receipt notice. USCIS issues a receipt
notice (Form 1-797C). The date USCIS receives your properly
filed petition becomes one of the most important dates in your
case — your priority date (see below). Photograph the receipt
notice, keep the original safe, and use the receipt number to
track the case.

Step 5 — Wait for the decision. If USCIS needs more evidence,
it issues a Request for Evidence (RFE) with a hard deadline —
typically somewhere between 30 and 87 days — which is
almost never extendable. Answer completely and on time. If
the evidence proves the relationship, USCIS approves the
petition.

Step 6 — The file moves on. Where the case goes next
depends on the beneficiary's situation. If the beneficiary is



abroad, the approved petition is sent to the National Visa
Center (NVC) for consular processing — the subject of Chapter
11. If the beneficiary is lawfully inside the United States and
eligible, the next step is usually Form 1-485, adjustment of
status — the subject of Chapter 13. In capped categories,
nothing moves until the priority date is reached, however long
that takes.

Tip: File the I-130 as early as you possibly can, even if you are not
ready for the later steps. In the preference categories, filing early
is the only way to improve your position — every day of delay is a
day further back in the queue, and no fee, lawyer, or letter can buy
back a lost filing date.

Warning: Always use the current edition of the form and the
current fee, checked on uscis.gov on the day you file. USCIS
periodically changes form editions and fees, and filing on an
outdated edition or with the wrong amount is one of the most
pointless ways a case loses time.

Your Priority Date: Your Place in the Queue

The priority date is the date USCIS receives your 1-130. Think
of it as your ticket number at a crowded government office —
except the "office" serves people in strict order over years, and
your number never changes.

Its role differs sharply by category:

e Immediate Relatives (spouses, unmarried children under 21,
and parents of U.S. citizens) have no queue at all. Their cases
do not wait for a number, and they never consult the Visa
Bulletin. Their priority date matters mainly as an administrative
marker.



e Family Preference categories (F1, F2A, F2B, F3, F4) are
capped by annual limits — F1 and F3 at 23,400 visas a year,
the F2 categories sharing 114,200, and F4 (siblings of citizens)
at 65,000 — with an additional 7% per-country cap based on
the beneficiary's country of birth. When demand exceeds
supply, a queue forms, and the priority date decides who is
served first. In the longest queues, waits can stretch beyond a
decade; in some categories and countries, they have exceeded
twenty years.

Reading the Visa Bulletin

The U.S. Department of State publishes the Visa Bulletin every
month. It is the official scoreboard of the queues. For each
preference category and each country of chargeability, it prints
cut-off dates. The rule is simple to state:

Your case can move forward only when your priority date is
earlier than the cut-off date shown for your category and
your country of birth.

Three details trap the unwary:

1. Country of birth, not citizenship. Chargeability follows the
beneficiary's place of birth. A person born in an oversubscribed
country carries that country's queue even if they now hold a
different passport.

2. Two charts, two different meanings. The Bulletin carries a
Final Action Dates chart — a visa may actually be issued when
your date is current on this chart — and a Dates for Filing
chart, which tells you when you may submit applications or
documents. USCIS announces each month which chart
adjustment-of-status applicants must use. Confusing the two
charts leads people to celebrate a year too early.



3. Immediate Relatives ignore the Bulletin entirely. If your
relative is an Immediate Relative, do not waste a minute on
these tables — there is no queue for you to watch.

Tip: Check the Visa Bulletin every month, in the middle of the
month when the new edition appears, and keep a simple log of
your category's cut-off date. Watching the date move teaches you
the real speed of your queue far better than any estimate.

Retrogression: When the Queue Moves Backwards

Cut-off dates do not only move forward. When demand surges
or annual numbers run low, a cut-off date can move backwards
— a phenomenon called retrogression. A category that was
within reach in June may be out of reach in September, through
no fault of yours.

Plan your life around this reality:

e Do not resign from your job, sell your home, withdraw
children from school, or book one-way tickets because your
date looks close. Until your date is actually current and your
visa is issued, nothing is guaranteed.

e Keep your contact details current. If your address changes,
report it to USCIS on Form AR-11 within 10 days — case mail
is generally not forwarded, and a missed notice can kill a case
years in the making.

e Stay ready. When dates jump forward, they sometimes jump
far. Families whose civil documents, translations, and sponsor
paperwork are already organised (Chapters 11 and 12) are the
ones who can move immediately.

Warning: An approved I-130 in a capped category is a ticket, not a
visa. Some beneficiaries wait so long that their lives change along
the way — children age out of categories, marriages change a
petition's classification, and a green-card holder who naturalises



changes the queue entirely. Whenever a major life event happens
during the wait, get proper advice about how it affects the
petition; some changes help, and some quietly destroy the case.

Chapter Summary

e Form |-130 proves the family relationship — nothing more —
and costs $625 online / $675 on paper.

e The filing date becomes your priority date: your permanent
place in any capped queue.

e The monthly Visa Bulletin (Final Action Dates vs Dates for
Filing, by category and country of birth) tells you when your
turn has come.

e Retrogression can push your turn backwards. Build your life
plans on an issued visa, never on a forecast.

e Immediate Relatives never wait in these queues at all.

In the next chapter we take the journey most readers of this
book will actually travel: consular processing, from the NVC
welcome letter to the interview.
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Chapter 11: Consular Processing Step
by Step — the NVC and Form DS-260

By Jamal Amimi

If your relative is outside the United States — as most
beneficiaries in the Arab world are — the green card journey
runs through a consulate. This route is called consular
processing, and its middle section is administered not by a
consulate at all, but by an office in New Hampshire: the
National Visa Center (NVC). This chapter walks the whole
road, step by step, so that no letter, code, or fee takes you by
surprise.

The Route at a Glance

USCIS approves the I1-130 the case is transferred to the NVC
you receive a Welcome Letter with a case number and an
invoice ID you pay the fees in the CEAC system you file
Form DS-260 and upload your documents the NVC marks the
case "documentarily complete" an interview is scheduled at
the consulate you complete a medical examination with a
panel physician you attend the interview the visa is issued



you pay the USCIS Immigrant Fee you travel and enter as a
permanent resident the physical green card arrives by mail at
your U.S. address.

Step by Step

Step 1 — The case reaches the NVC. Once USCIS approves
the petition and a visa number is available or approaching
(immediately, for Immediate Relatives), the file is sent to the
National Visa Center. Nothing is required of you until the NVC
writes to you.

Step 2 — The Welcome Letter. The NVC sends a Welcome
Letter containing two identifiers you will use constantly: your
case number and your invoice ID number. With these, you log
in to CEAC (the Consular Electronic Application Center,
ceac.state.gov), the online portal where everything in this
chapter happens. Guard these numbers like bank details — and
note that the NVC communicates largely by email, so use an
address you check every day and watch your spam folder.

Step 3 — Pay the fees in CEAC. Two fees are paid online
through CEAC before your documents will be reviewed:

e Immigrant visa application fee: $325 per person — every
applicant, including each accompanying child, pays it.

o Affidavit of Support review fee: $120 — one per case,
covering the NVC's review of the Form 1-864 sponsorship
package (Chapter 12).

Payment must clear before the system unlocks the next steps,
which can take some days. Do not submit documents before
the payment shows as processed.

Step 4 — File Form DS-260. Each applicant completes the
DS-260, Online Immigrant Visa Application — a long,



detailed form covering identity, family, addresses, work, travel
history, and security questions. Complete it in CEAC, review
every answer as if a consular officer were reading over your
shoulder — because one will — and keep a printed copy of
everything you submit.

Step 5 — Upload the civil documents and the sponsorship
package. You scan and upload the required documents into
CEAC:

e Civil documents for each applicant: passport biographic
page, birth certificate, marriage certificate (and proof that any
earlier marriages ended), and police certificates from countries
of residence, as the instructions for your country specify.

e Certified English translations of every document that is not
in English — Arabic and French documents included. A
translation must carry the translator's certification of accuracy
and competence.

e The Affidavit of Support package: the petitioner's Form
[-864 with its supporting financial evidence (Chapter 12
explains it in full). Remember: the petitioner must file an 1-864
in almost every family case, even with no income at all.

Step 6 — "Documentarily complete." NVC reviewers check
the file. If anything is missing, inconsistent, or unreadable, the
case is held and you are told to correct and re-upload — each
correction costs weeks. When everything is accepted, the case
is marked documentarily complete (documentarily qualified)
and placed in line for an interview appointment at the
consulate serving your country.

Step 7 — The medical examination. Before the interview,
every applicant must be examined by a panel physician — a
doctor authorised by the consulate. You may not use your own



doctor. The examination covers the required health screening
and vaccinations; the results are sent to the consulate or given
to you in a sealed envelope you must not open. Book this
appointment in good time: it must be completed before the
interview, and results have limited validity.

Step 8 — The consular interview. You attend the U.S.
consulate with your passport, appointment letter, and original
documents matching what you uploaded. A consular officer
reviews the case, asks questions — about the relationship, the
sponsor, your history — and decides. Possible outcomes: the
visa is approved; the officer requests more documents or
further checks before deciding; or the visa is refused under a
specific section of law, with the reason given. Be truthful,
consistent with your DS-260, and bring originals of everything.

Step 9 — After approval: the USCIS Immigrant Fee. When
the visa is issued, you receive your passport back with the
immigrant visa and a sealed immigrant packet. Before you
travel (you may pay after receiving the visa, ideally before
departure), pay the USCIS Immigrant Fee of $235 online. This
fee pays for producing and mailing your green card. Without it,
the card is not produced.

Step 10 — Travel and arrival. Enter the United States before
the visa's expiry date (immigrant visas are typically tied to the
validity of the medical examination). At the airport, an officer
processes your entry and stamps your passport — that stamp
serves as temporary proof of permanent residence while the
card is printed. Your green card is mailed to your U.S. address,
so the address you give must be one where you can reliably
receive mail. Welcome home.



Tip: Create one folder — paper or digital — per applicant,
containing every document you uploaded, every confirmation
page, and every payment receipt. At the interview, the officer may
ask for any original. The applicants who breeze through are the
ones who never have to search.

Tip: Upload crisp, complete scans. A police certificate missing its
second page or a blurred marriage certificate does not earn you a
polite request to try again quickly — it earns you a place back in
the review queue.

Warning: Everything in the DS-260 must match your civil
documents and your interview answers. A wrong date, a forgotten
marriage, an undisclosed earlier refusal — inconsistencies are
treated as credibility problems, and a wilful misrepresentation of a
material fact carries a lifetime bar (Chapter 22). If you discover an
error after submitting, tell the officer at the interview rather than
letting them find it.

A Critical 2026 Alert — Read Carefully (Updated
October 2026)

As reported in January 2026, the U.S. Department of State
paused the issuance — the final printing and granting — of
immigrant visas for nationals of 75 countries as of 21
January 2026, while it reassessed public-charge screening.
Morocco was among the countries reported on that list,
along with several other Arab states. Interviews continued
during the pause, nonimmigrant visas were never covered, and
no issued visas were revoked.

That pause is over. On 21 August 2026, a federal judge
(Jeannette A. Vargas, in CLINIC v. Rubio) ruled that the
categorical pause exceeded the Secretary of State's authority
and vacated the policy entirely — setting aside refusals that



had been based solely on the pause. The State Department
confirmed the categorical pause is no longer in effect, and
consulates began re-reviewing affected cases.

What remains unsettled: the government has appealed to the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. The vacatur
stands unless a court grants a stay, but policy could still shift
— and the separate public-charge rule changes reported from
18 September 2026 (Chapter 12) apply on their own terms.
Before acting on any family case, verify the current status on
travel.state.gov and with the consulate handling your case.
Do not abandon a case: queues, priority dates, and
documentarily-complete status continue to matter, and those
who stayed ready moved first when issuance resumed.

Family Members Who Follow Later

Not every family travels together. A spouse or child who did
not immigrate with the principal beneficiary may be able to
"follow to join" later on the same approved petition and the
same priority date — without a brand-new [-130 — provided
the relationship already existed when the principal immigrated.
The process runs through the NVC and the consulate in much
the same way as this chapter describes. (Where the principal
adjusted status inside the United States instead, Form 1-824 is
used to ask USCIS to notify the consulate — check the current
procedure and fee on uscis.gov before relying on it.)

Chapter Summary

e Consular processing runs: USCIS NVC CEAC fees ($325
per person + $120) DS-260 + documents documentarily
complete panel-physician medical interview $235
USCIS Immigrant Fee travel green card by mail.



e The petitioner files Form [-864 in almost every family case —
that contract is the subject of Chapter 12.

e Accuracy and consistency across the DS-260, the documents,
and the interview are the whole game.

e The reported January 2026 pause of immigrant-visa issuance
for nationals of 75 countries including Morocco was vacated by
a federal court on 21 August 2026 (government appealed —

status could still shift). Verify the current status before acting.
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Chapter 12: The Affidavit of Support
|-864 — a Legal Financial Contract

By Jamal Amimi

Of all the forms in the family immigration system, Form 1-864,
Affidavit of Support, is the one people most dangerously
underestimate. Many petitioners treat it as a routine piece of
paperwork — a signature to hurry through so the "real" process
can continue. It is not routine. The [|-864 is a legally



enforceable contract between the sponsor and the United
States government, with financial consequences that can last a
decade or more. This chapter explains what you are signing,
what income you must show, and when — if ever — the
obligation ends.

What the |-864 Is

In almost every family-based immigrant case, the petitioner
must file Form 1-864. This applies even if the petitioner has no
income at all, is retired, or is a student: the form is mandatory
for the petitioner, and a petitioner who cannot meet the income
requirement must add help (below) — they may not simply
skip it.

By signing, the sponsor promises to maintain the immigrating
family member at no less than 125% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines and to reimburse any government agency that pays
the immigrant certain means-tested benefits. This is not a
moral promise. It is a contract the sponsored immigrant can
enforce in court, and its obligations remain fully in force until a
defined ending event occurs.

Do not confuse the 1-864 with the general "public charge"
ground of inadmissibility. They are related but different: the
I-864 is a specific contract required in family cases, while public
charge is a broader judgement an officer makes about whether
an applicant is likely to depend on the government. A missing
or insufficient 1-864 can by itself cause a refusal — and as
explained at the end of this chapter, the public-charge rules
around it changed again in 2026.

The Income Line: 125% of the Poverty Guidelines



To qualify, the sponsor's income must equal or exceed 125% of
the Federal Poverty Guidelines for their household size, as
published each year on Form |-864P. The single exception is
for sponsors on active duty in the U.S. armed forces petitioning
for a spouse or child, who need only meet 100%.

The figures below are the 2026 guidelines, effective 1 March
2026, for the 48 contiguous states and Washington, DC:
Household size | Minimum income (125%)

21$27,050

31$34,150

41%41,250

51$48,350

6| $55,450

71$62,550

81 569,650

Each additional person | + $7,100

Alaska and Hawaii have higher guidelines (for example, a
household of four at 125% requires $51,563 in Alaska and
$47,438 in Hawaii in the 2026 tables). The guidelines are
updated annually — always check the current Form 1-864P on
uscis.gov for the figures in force when you file, because an
application judged against last year's numbers can fail on this
year's.

Counting Your Household Correctly

The most common [-864 error is miscounting the household.
Your household size is not simply the people living under your
roof. It includes:

e You, the sponsor;



e Your dependents (as claimed on your tax return);
e Every immigrant you are sponsoring in the current case;

e Every immigrant you previously sponsored on an |-864
whose obligation has not yet ended;

e Certain other relatives living with you whom you choose — or
are required — to count, such as a spouse.

A petitioner who sponsored a parent years ago may discover
that the parent still counts in today's calculation, pushing the
required income higher than expected. Work the number out
honestly before filing: the NVC and the consulate will work it
out too.

Income is generally evidenced with the most recent federal tax
return (a tax transcript is the cleanest proof), recent pay
evidence, and an employer letter where applicable. If income is
borderline or irregular — self-employment, a new job, a recent
return from abroad — expect the file to be examined closely,
and consider a joint sponsor from the start rather than after a
refusal.

The Joint Sponsor and Assets

If the petitioner's income falls short, two tools can close the
gap:

A joint sponsor is a second person who signs their own 1-864
and accepts the same legal obligation. A joint sponsor must be
a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident, at least 18 years
old, domiciled in the United States (or able to prove steps
taken to re-establish U.S. domicile), and must meet the full
income requirement on their own, for their own household plus
the immigrants they are sponsoring. A joint sponsor does not
have to be a relative, though in practice they usually are. Note



that the petitioner still files their own |1-864 regardless — the
joint sponsor is added to the case, not substituted for the
petitioner.

Assets can also help. Qualifying assets — savings, property
equity, and similar holdings that can be converted to cash —
may be counted to cover an income shortfall. Because
valuations and documentation vary, treat assets as the second
option and the joint sponsor as the reliable one, and document
any assets you claim carefully.

Tip: If you know your income is short, line up your joint sponsor
before the NVC stage. Searching for one after the case stalls costs
months; having the joint sponsor's complete package ready with
your own keeps the case moving in a single review.

Warning: Think before you ask — and before you agree. The joint
sponsor's promise is as legally binding as the petitioner's.
Relationships have been strained for years over [-864 support
disputes. Everyone who signs should read this chapter first.

When the Obligation Ends

The sponsor's duty does not fade with time or good intentions.
It ends only when one of the following occurs:

e The sponsored immigrant becomes a U.S. citizen
(naturalises);

e The immigrant is credited with 40 qualifying quarters of
work — roughly ten years of covered employment;

e The immigrant permanently departs the United States and
gives up residence;

e The immigrant dies (the sponsor's own death also ends the
obligation going forward, though the sponsor's estate may
answer for amounts already owed).



Crucially, divorce does not end the obligation. A petitioner
who divorces the sponsored spouse remains liable under the
-864. Nor does the sponsor's bankruptcy or hardship
automatically cancel it. Sign with your eyes open.

Conditional Residence and Form |-751

A close relative of the |-864 in time, though a separate
obligation: when a spouse is admitted to the United States on a
marriage that is less than two years old at the time of
admission, the green card granted is conditional — valid for
two years only. (The same applies, in mirror image, to the
investor cases of Chapter 15.)

To keep the status, the couple must jointly file Form 1-751,
Petition to Remove Conditions on Residence, with a fee of
$750, during the final 90 days before the conditional card
expires, with evidence that the marriage is genuine and
continuing. Waivers exist for cases of death, divorce, or abuse,
but the default rule is unforgiving: miss the window and the
status itself is in danger. Put the date in your calendar on the
day the card arrives.

Public Charge Changed Again in 2026 — Handle
With Care

The rules surrounding the 1-864 shifted recently, and this book
must state the position carefully rather than pretend certainty.
Under the 2022 public-charge rule, which governed filings
until mid-September 2026, only two things counted against an
applicant by regulation: cash assistance for income
maintenance and long-term institutional care paid by the
government.



As reported, a DHS final rule published in July 2026 rescinded
the 2022 regulations effective 18 September 2026, restoring
broad, case-by-case "totality of the circumstances" discretion:
for applications filed on or after that date, officers may weigh
factors such as age, health, family status, assets and resources,
education and skills — and may consider any means-tested
benefits received on or after that date. A revised Form 1-485
was reported as required for filings from that date. Refugees,
asylees, VAWA self-petitioners, and U/T status holders are
among the categories exempt from public charge by statute.

Two practical conclusions survive every version of the rule.
First, the 1-864 remains mandatory in family cases, and a
sufficient, properly completed one is the strongest answer a
family applicant can give on financial grounds. Second, neither
slogan — "benefits never count" nor "any benefit means
automatic refusal" — is safe advice anymore. Families who
have used any public benefits, or who expect to need them,
should take individual legal advice before filing.

Warning: Reporting in 2025 indicated that incomplete or
inconsistent |-864 filings may be denied more quickly than in the
past, sometimes without a prior request for evidence. Treat
accuracy as survival: use the current edition of the form from
uscis.gov (form editions change — one 2026 edition was reported
to add consent to credit checks, a detail to verify on the official
page before print), sign in the right place, and make every figure
match the tax documents you submit.

Chapter Summary

e Form |-864 is an enforceable contract, mandatory for the
petitioner in almost all family cases — even with zero income.



e The income line is 125% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines
(2026, household of 2: $27,050, rising by $7,100 per
additional person); 100% only for active-duty military
sponsoring a spouse or child.

e Count the household fully — including immigrants from
earlier 1-864s whose obligations still run.

e A joint sponsor (U.S.-domiciled citizen or LPR, qualifying
alone) or documented assets can close a shortfall.

e The obligation ends only on naturalisation, 40 qualifying
quarters, permanent departure, or death — not on divorce.

e A marriage under two years old at admission means a
conditional card and Form |I-751 ($750) in the last 90 days.

e Public-charge rules were reported to broaden again from 18
September 2026 — verify the current rule and form editions
before filing.
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Chapter 13: Adjustment of Status
(1-485) vs Consular Processing

By Jamal Amimi

Every approved family or employment petition ends at the
same destination — the green card — but there are two roads
to it, and choosing the wrong one can cost years or even
destroy the case. The first road is consular processing, the
journey through the National Visa Center and a consulate
described in Chapter 11. The second is adjustment of status:
applying for the green card from inside the United States on
Form 1-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or
Adjust Status. This chapter compares the two roads honestly
— who belongs on each, what each costs, and the one danger
that catches families again and again: the departure trap.

Who Uses Which Road

Adjustment of status is for a beneficiary who is already inside
the United States and is eligible to adjust. In general, the
person must have been inspected and admitted or paroled



into the country — that is, entered through a port of entry with
permission, rather than crossing without inspection. Visa
numbers must also be available: Immediate Relatives of U.S.
citizens, who never wait for a number, can usually file the I-130
and the 1-485 together, while preference-category applicants
must wait until the Visa Bulletin allows filing (Chapter 10).

One generous feature of the law deserves emphasis:
immediate relatives of U.S. citizens can often adjust even if
they overstayed a visa or worked without authorisation —
failings that would disqualify many other applicants. There are
real exceptions to this generosity (for example, people who
entered as crew members, certain fiancé(e)-visa cases where
the marriage did not take place, and cases involving fraud), so
anyone relying on it should confirm their position with a lawyer
first.

Consular processing is for everyone else: beneficiaries living
abroad — the normal situation for families in Morocco and the
Arab world — and beneficiaries in the United States who
cannot adjust, whether because of how they entered or
because a bar stands in their way. It is also, very often, simply
the faster and more predictable road for a family already living
outside the United States.

The Price of Each Road

| Adjustment (1-485) | Consular (DS-260)

Core fees | 1-485: $1,440 (child under 14 filing with a parent:
$950) | Immigrant visa fee $325/person + |-864 review $120 +
USCIS Immigrant Fee $235

Work while waiting | May apply for an EAD on Form |-765 —
$260 when filed with a pending 1-485 | No U.S. work until the
visa is used



Travel while waiting | Advance Parole (Form |-131) possible —
see the warning below | You are already abroad; no U.S. travel
until issuance

Medical exam | Civil surgeon in the U.S., Form 1-693 | Panel
physician abroad

Interview | USCIS field office (waived in some categories) |
Consulate

Appeal if refused | Some avenues of review exist | Decision is
largely final

The Privileges — and the Trap — of Waiting Inside

Adjustment offers two comforts that consular processing
cannot match. While the 1-485 is pending, the applicant may
apply for an Employment Authorization Document (EAD) on
Form 1-765 to work legally, and for Advance Parole on Form
I-131 to travel abroad and return without abandoning the case.

Those comforts come with a sharp edge:

Warning — the departure trap, part one: Leaving the United
States while an 1-485 is pending, without Advance Parole
granted in advance, usually abandons the application — years of
waiting thrown away by a single flight. (Holders of H and L status
benefit from a dual-intent exception.) If you are adjusting, treat
international travel as forbidden until your Advance Parole
document is physically in your hand.

The Departure Trap, Part Two: The 3- and 10-Year
Bars

The second half of the trap springs on people travelling the
other road. Under INA 212(a)(9)(B), a person who has
accumulated unlawful presence in the United States and then
departs triggers a bar on returning:



e More than 180 days of unlawful presence, but less than one
year, followed by departure: a 3-year bar.

e One year or more of unlawful presence, followed by
departure: a 10-year bar.

The cruel mechanics matter: the bar is triggered by the
departure itself. A person can live in the United States for years
with an overstay, marry a citizen, and have a fully approved
[-130 — and the moment they fly home to attend the consular
interview that the process requires of them, the 10-year bar
falls. (Recall too that overstaying voids the visa itself under INA
222(g).)

The system provides one important safety device: the
provisional waiver, Form 1-601A, which asks USCIS to forgive
the unlawful presence before the applicant departs, based on
extreme hardship to a qualifying U.S.-citizen or
permanent-resident spouse or parent. With an approved
provisional waiver, the applicant travels to the interview with
the unlawful-presence risk already answered — though the
waiver covers only that ground, and any other problem at the
interview can still derail the case.

Warning: If you — or the relative you are sponsoring — have ever
spent time in the United States without status, do not choose a
road, and above all do not book a flight, until a qualified
immigration lawyer has mapped the bars. This single consultation
is the highest-value money in the entire immigration process.
Chapter 21 treats the bars in full.

What Both Roads Share
Whichever road you travel, expect the same checkpoints:

e Biometrics — fingerprints and a photograph at an
Application Support Center. Since April 2024 the biometrics



cost has been bundled into most USCIS filing fees rather than
charged as a separate $85 in most cases.

¢ A medical examination — by a USCIS-designated civil
surgeon inside the United States (recorded on Form 1-693) or
by a panel physician abroad.

e Security and name checks before approval.

e An interview — at a USCIS field office or at the consulate (in
some employment categories the adjustment interview is
waived, but never count on it).

e For marriages under two years old, a conditional two-year
card and the |-751 duty described in Chapter 12.

e The public-charge ground and the I-864 requirement in
family cases (Chapter 12) — noting the reported broadening of
the public-charge rule for filings from 18 September 2026,
which affects the adjustment route directly through a revised
Form 1-485.

A Few Practical Notes Before You Choose

Every applicant files and pays separately. In an adjustment
case, each family member files their own Form 1-485 and pays
their own fee — a spouse does not ride free on the principal's
application, though a child under 14 filing together with a
parent pays the reduced $950 fee instead of $1,440. Budget
for the whole family, not for one person.

Keep every piece of paper. Hold on to every receipt notice
(Form 1-797C) USCIS sends, and keep a complete copy of
everything you file, on either road. In a system measured in
years, the family that can produce its own file on demand is the
family that never loses a deadline dispute.



Your address is part of your case. If you move while any
application is pending, report the new address to USCIS on
Form AR-11 within 10 days of the move. USCIS mail is
generally not forwarded by the postal service; the commonest
quiet disaster in pending cases is a biometrics or interview
notice sent to an old address, followed by a denial for
abandonment that the applicant learns about months later.
(Sponsors who have filed an 1-864 use Form 1-865 for their
own address changes, within 30 days.)

The deepest difference is reviewability. An adjustment refusal,
while painful, exists inside a system with motions, appeals in
some categories, and federal courts beyond it. A consular
refusal is, with narrow exceptions, final — the doctrine of
consular non-reviewability means courts will almost never
second-guess the officer. That finality is a genuine argument
for adjustment where a case has any complicated fact — and a
genuine argument for preparing consular cases (Chapter 11)
with triple care.

Tip: "Which road is faster?" has no universal answer — it depends
on the category, the consulate's workload, and the USCIS field
office. Ask instead: "Which road is safe for my facts?" Speed is
worthless next to a triggered bar.

A note on recent reporting: One secondary report in May 2026
described a USCIS policy memorandum treating adjustment of
status as extraordinary, discretionary relief and favouring consular
processing. That description was not corroborated by an official
source in the research for this book and must not be treated as
settled law. If it matters to your case, verify the current policy on
uscis.gov or with a lawyer before relying on either road.

Chapter Summary



e Adjustment (1-485, $1,440) is for eligible people lawfully
inside the U.S.; consular processing is for those abroad or
unable to adjust.

e Adjustment applicants may obtain an EAD ($260 with a
pending 1-485) and Advance Parole — but leaving without
Advance Parole usually abandons the case.

e Departure after unlawful presence triggers the 3-year (>180
days) and 10-year (=1 year) bars; a provisional I-601A waiver
may neutralise the risk before travel.

e Both roads share biometrics, medicals, security checks, and
interviews; consular decisions are far harder to challenge than
USCIS ones.

e When in doubt: safety of the route first, speed second — and
legal advice before any departure.
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Chapter 14: Employment-Based Green
Cards EB-1 to EB-3

By Jamal Amimi



Not everyone who builds a life in America arrives through
family. The employment-based system — the EB categories —
reserves green cards each year for workers whose skills,
achievements, and employers the United States wants to keep.
This chapter covers the first three preferences, EB-1, EB-2, and
EB-3, which between them carry the great majority of working
immigrants: the star researcher, the engineer with a master's
degree, the skilled technician, and the worker in a job
Americans are not filling.

The machinery differs from the family system in one crucial
way: for most EB applicants, the journey begins not with a
relative but with an employer, and with a government test of
the labour market called PERM. Two of the routes below,
however — EB-1A and the EB-2 National Interest Waiver —
allow a remarkable thing: petitioning for yourself, with no
employer at all.

The Shape of the System

EB cases generally move in three stages:

1. Labour certification (PERM) — the employer proves to the
Department of Labor that no able, willing, and qualified U.S.
worker is available for the job, and that hiring the foreign
worker will not harm U.S. wages. (EB-1 skips this stage
entirely; the NIW waives it))

2. Form 1-140, Immigrant Petition for Alien Worker — the
employer (or the self-petitioner) proves to USCIS that the
worker fits the category. The fee is $715, plus the Asylum
Program Fee of $600 for most employers, $300 for small
employers, and SO for non-profits.

3. The green card itself — when the applicant's priority date
(set by the PERM filing or, where there is no PERM, the |-140



filing) is current in the Visa Bulletin, the applicant finishes by
adjustment of status (Form [1-485) or consular processing,
exactly as in Chapter 13.

Like the family preferences, EB categories have annual limits
and per-country caps, so priority-date waits and retrogression
(Chapter 10) apply here too — dramatically so for applicants
born in heavily subscribed countries.

EB-1: Priority Workers

EB-1 is the system's fast lane, and it has three doors:

EB-1A — Extraordinary ability. For people at the very top of
their field in the sciences, arts, education, business, or athletics:
sustained national or international acclaim, proven by a major
international award or by meeting at least three of the
regulatory criteria (prizes, elite memberships, published
material about you, judging others' work, original contributions
of major significance, scholarly articles, a leading or critical role
for a distinguished organisation, high remuneration, and the
like). The supreme advantage of EB-1A: you may petition for
yourself — no employer, no job offer, no PERM. You must
show you will continue working in your field in the United
States.

EB-1B — Outstanding professors and researchers. For
academics with international recognition and at least three
years of teaching or research experience, coming for a tenured
or comparable position at a university or a qualifying research
employer. This door requires the employer.

EB-1C — Multinational managers and executives. For a
manager or executive transferring from a foreign company to
its U.S. parent, branch, subsidiary, or affiliate, after working for
the foreign entity for at least one year in the last three. Readers



of the earlier chapters will recognise this as the green-card
continuation of the L-1A visa: many executives arrive on L-1A
and later immigrate through EB-1C — no PERM required.

Because EB-1 skips PERM altogether and carries the system's
most privileged position, qualifying applicants should examine
it first, honestly but without modesty: a surprising number of
senior professionals undersell records that USCIS would find
compelling.

EB-2: Advanced Degrees and Exceptional Ability

EB-2 covers two groups:

e Advanced-degree professionals — the job requires a
master's degree or higher, or a bachelor's degree plus five
years of progressive experience in the specialty;

e People of exceptional ability in the sciences, arts, or
business — a level of expertise significantly above the ordinary.

The standard EB-2 case runs through an employer: PERM first,
then the 1-140. But EB-2 holds the system's second great
self-petition door:

The National Interest Waiver (NIW). USCIS may waive the job
offer — and with it the PERM — if the applicant shows, in the
classic three-part test, that (1) their proposed work has
substantial merit and national importance; (2) they are well
positioned to advance that work; and (3) on balance, it would
benefit the United States to waive the requirements of a job
offer and labour certification. Researchers, physicians in
underserved areas, engineers, entrepreneurs, and public-health
specialists have all used the NIW. It is not a shortcut around
quality — weak, vaguely described projects fail — but for the
genuinely qualified it converts a years-long employer



dependency into a case you control yourself.

Tip: If you hold an advanced degree and your work touches an
area of national concern — health, energy, infrastructure,
technology, education — have an NIW evaluation before
assuming you need an employer sponsor. The evaluation costs
little; the freedom it can buy is enormous.

EB-3: Skilled Workers, Professionals, and Other
Workers

EB-3 is the broadest employment category, and it divides into
three sub-groups:

e Skilled workers — the job requires at least two years of
training or experience;

e Professionals — the job requires at least a U.S. bachelor's
degree (or foreign equivalent) and the worker holds one;

e "Other workers" — jobs requiring less than two years of
training or experience: the unskilled category.

All EB-3 cases need an employer and a full PERM. The
trade-off for the lower entry threshold is time: EB-3 queues are
long, and the "other workers" queue is the longest of all — for
some countries of birth, stretching far beyond a decade once
per-country caps bite. An honest adviser will quote EB-3 "other
worker" waits in years, not months, and will explore whether
the worker's experience can be documented up into the
skilled-worker sub-category instead.

Warning: The PERM stage belongs to the employer, and so does
much of the timeline. An employer who delays recruitment, misses
a filing window, or goes out of business can sink a case through no
fault of the worker. Choose employers as carefully as they choose
you, and keep copies of everything filed on your behalf — receipt



numbers included.

The Standard Employer Route, Step by Step

For the typical EB-2 or EB-3 case, expect this sequence:

1. Prevailing-wage determination. The employer asks the
Department of Labor to fix the wage that must be paid for the
job in its location — the floor below which the hiring would
harm U.S. workers.

2. Recruitment. The employer advertises and recruits for the
position in the manner the regulations require, genuinely
testing whether a qualified U.S. worker applies.

3. PERM labour certification. If the recruitment finds no able,
willing, qualified, and available U.S. worker, the employer files
the PERM application with the Department of Labor. Its filing
date becomes the worker's priority date.

4. Form 1-140. With PERM certified, the employer files the
1-140 ($715 plus the Asylum Program Fee) proving the worker
meets the job's requirements and that the employer can pay
the wage.

5. The green card stage. When the priority date is current, the
worker adjusts status (I-485) or processes consularly, with the
medical, biometrics, and interview of Chapter 13. Spouses and
unmarried children under 21 immigrate as derivatives on the
same case.

Derivatives, and the Real Cost of an EB Case

A worker does not immigrate alone on paper: the spouse and
unmarried children under 21 are "derivative" beneficiaries who
immigrate on the same case and the same priority date — but
they consume visa numbers too, which is one reason the
queues are as long as they are. Each derivative also files (and



pays for) their own [-485 or immigrant-visa application at the
final stage.

Count the full cost before an employer starts: the PERM stage
is the employer's expense by law; the 1-140 carries $715 plus
the Asylum Program Fee; and at the green-card stage, a
family of four adjusting status pays the 1-485 fee per person
(with the under-14 reduction of Chapter 13). None of these
figures includes legal fees or the medical examination, which
the doctor sets. Families who price the whole journey at the
outset are never ambushed by it in the middle.

Finally, a word on timing honesty. Government processing
times for PERM and the 1-140 change with workload, and EB
cut-off dates move with demand — forward in good months,
backwards in bad ones. Any adviser who guarantees you a
month and a year for an EB-2 or EB-3 green card is selling
comfort, not information. What you can control is the quality of
the file: a clean recruitment record, a precisely documented
work history, and credentials evaluated and translated before
anyone asks for them.

Warning: Never pay for your own PERM. By law, the costs of
labour certification belong to the employer, and arrangements in
which the worker buys the process can invalidate the certification
and poison the case. Offers to "sell" a labour certification are fraud
— Chapter 22 returns to this.

Chapter Summary

e Employment cases generally run PERM 1-140 ($715 +
Asylum Program Fee) 1-485 or consular processing when
the priority date is current.

e EB-1 (extraordinary ability, outstanding
professors/researchers, multinational executives) skips PERM;



EB-1A allows self-petition.

e EB-2 covers advanced-degree and exceptional-ability
workers; the National Interest Waiver allows self-petition
without a job offer or PERM.

e EB-3 covers skilled workers (2+ years), professionals
(bachelor's), and "other workers" — the broadest door, and the
longest queue.

e EB-4 special immigrants and the EB-5 investor route
complete the picture in Chapter 15.
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Chapter 15: EB-4 Special Immigrants
and EB-5 Investors

Part Four: The Green Card — Every Path

The employment-based system has five preferences. Chapter
14 covered the first three — the ones built around a job, a
degree, or a rare talent. This chapter covers the last two, and
they could not be more different from each other. EB-4 is a
bundle of special categories created by Congress for specific
people: religious workers, certain children under court
protection, and a short list of others. EB-5 is the investor's road:
no employer, no degree, no job offer — but a serious amount of
money, genuinely at risk, creating real American jobs.

EB-4: The Special Immigrants



EB-4 is not one category but a drawer full of them. The ones
most readers of this book will ever meet are these:

¢ Religious workers. Ministers and people in a religious
vocation or occupation employed by a bona fide non-profit
religious organisation (or an organisation affiliated with a
religious denomination). The worker generally must have been
a member of the denomination and working in that vocation for
the two years before filing. Note that this category has
periodically faced authorisation lapses and heavy demand —
check the Visa Bulletin before planning around it.

e Special Immigrant Juveniles (SlJ). An unmarried person
under 21 who is in the United States and has a state
juvenile-court order finding that reunification with one or both
parents is not viable because of abuse, abandonment, or
neglect, and that returning home is not in their best interest. SlJ
classification is requested on Form |-360, and the green card
itself comes through EB-4. Chapter 17 returns to this path.

e Certain others. The statute also covers, among others,
certain employees of the U.S. government abroad, certain
broadcasters, members of the U.S. armed forces, and
employees of international organisations and their families.
These are narrow lanes for people already inside those
systems.

There is no PERM labour certification for EB-4 — no employer
has to prove that no American worker is available. But each
sub-category has its own petition form and its own evidentiary
file, and because EB-4 numbers are Llimited, some
sub-categories develop waiting lines. A "special immigrant"
label does not mean a fast lane; it means a different door.

Tip: If your situation sounds like one of the EB-4 sub-categories —
especially a child under a court's protection — do not assume you



must find an employer first. These categories exist precisely for
people who do not fit the job-based mould.

Warning: Religious-worker cases attract fraud scrutiny on both
sides — the organisation must be genuine, the job must be
genuine, and the worker's two years of prior service must be
documentable. Paper-only ministries and paid "sponsorships" are
a fast route to a fraud finding, which follows you for life (see
Chapter 22).

EB-5: The Investor's Green Card

EB-5 was created to trade permanent residence for capital that
creates American jobs. It is the only green-card path in this
book that starts with your money rather than your employer,
your relative, or your luck.

The amounts

¢ $1,050,000 — the standard investment.

e $800,000 — the reduced amount, if the projectis in a
Targeted Employment Area (TEA) — a rural area, or an area
with high unemployment (at least 150% of the national
average) — or if it is an infrastructure project.

These are the amounts in force under the EB-5 Reform and
Integrity Act of 2022. Reporting indicates they are scheduled
for an inflation adjustment in January 2027 — verify the figures
on uscis.gov on the day you commit funds.

The four conditions your money must meet

1. Lawfully sourced — and documented. It is not enough that
your money is legal; you must be able to prove the trail: how it
was earned, taxed, transferred, and (if it crossed currencies and
countries) converted and moved lawfully. Weak
source-of-funds documentation is the single most common



reason EB-5 petitions stall or fail. Bank records, tax returns,
sale contracts, gift and loan documents — assemble the paper
trail before you wire anything.

2. At risk. The capital must be genuinely exposed to the risk of
loss and the chance of gain. A guaranteed buy-back or a
promised fixed return regardless of the project's fate can
destroy the petition — USCIS looks for real investment, not a
deposit wearing an investment's clothes.

3. In a new commercial enterprise. The money must go into a
qualifying for-profit business (a business established after 29
November 1990, or an older business that is restructured or
expanded in the ways the statute recognises).

4. Ten full-time jobs. The enterprise must create at least 10
full-time jobs for qualifying U.S. workers. How those jobs are
counted — directly on the payroll versus calculated indirectly
— depends on whether you invest directly or through a
regional centre.

Direct investment or regional centre?

e Direct (Form 1-526): your own business, your own payroll.
The 10 jobs must be direct, full-time positions in your
enterprise. This suits the reader who actually wants to run a
business in America.

e Regional centre (Form |-526E): you invest in a project pooled
by a USCIS-designated regional centre, and the 10 jobs can be
satisfied with indirect and induced jobs calculated by
economists. This is the passive route — most EB-5 investors
take it — but it adds a layer of trust: you are relying on the
centre and the project, so due diligence on both is your real
homework.

The path, step by step



1. Choose the project and assemble the source-of-funds file.

2. Invest the capital and file Form 1-526 (direct) or |-526E
(regional centre).

3. On approval, you receive a conditional green card valid for
2 years — the same residence as any other green card, but
with an expiry built in.

4. In the final 90 days before the conditional card's second
anniversary, file Form 1-829 to remove the conditions, proving
the capital stayed invested and the 10 jobs were created.

5. Approval of the 1-829 gives you the ordinary, permanent
green card. Denial puts you back in front of an immigration
judge — this deadline cannot be extended, so diarize it the day
your conditional card arrives.

Two more points Moroccan readers ask about constantly. First:
EB-5 needs no treaty. Unlike the E-2 visa (Chapter 8), which
depends on a treaty between the U.S. and your country, EB-5 is
open to any nationality — Moroccans may use it even though
the E-1 treaty-trader visa is not available to them. Second: your
spouse and unmarried children under 21 are included as
derivatives on the same investment.

Tip: Treat the I-829 filing window — the last 90 days of your
conditional residence — like a tax deadline you cannot move.
Countless investors have done everything right for two years and
then nearly lost everything to a calendar.

Warning: EB-5 attracts polished fraud: glossy projects that never
intended to build anything, "guaranteed" returns, and agents paid
by the project rather than by you. Check that a regional centre is
actually designated by USCIS, have your own lawyer — one who
does not work for the project — review everything, and remember:
if a return is guaranteed, it may fail the "at risk" test and be a



scam. It can be both.

Two roads side by side: EB-5 versus E-2

Readers comparing this chapter with Chapter 8 often ask why
anyone would choose EB-5 when the E-2 investor visa exists.
The answer is permanence and scope:

e E-2 is a visa — temporary, renewable, tied to a treaty
(Morocco has one for E-2, not for E-1), and it never ripens into
residence by itself. Your status lives and dies with the business
and the treaty category.

e EB-5is a green card. It asks for far more money and a
documented 10-job result, but it ends in permanent residence
for you, your spouse, and your unmarried children under 21 —
with no treaty requirement, no ongoing visa renewals, and a
path to citizenship under Part Five.

Some investors sequence them: enter and build on E-2 first,
then commit to EB-5 once the business is real. Whatever the
sequence, never let the same dollars be counted twice without
legal advice — each program audits the money in its own way.

The EB-5 file: where petitions actually succeed or fail

Ask any practitioner where EB-5 cases die, and few will say
"the project." Most die in the paperwork of the money itself.
USCIS must be able to follow your capital from its lawful origin
to the enterprise's account without a single unexplained gap.
Build the file in layers:

e Earning layer: employment records, business ownership
documents, tax returns showing the income or profit that
became the investment.

e Accumulation layer: bank statements over time showing the
funds building or being held — a fortune that appears in one



account the week before the wire invites questions.

e Transaction layer: sale contracts (property, shares, a
business), gift letters with the donor's own source trail, or loan
documents showing a genuine, secured loan.

e Transfer layer: wire records, currency-exchange
documentation, and proof the money moved through lawful
channels into the project.

Gifts and loans are permitted sources — but they move the
audit, they do not end it: the donor's or lender's money must
also be traced to a lawful origin. Start assembling this file
months before investing; recreating a five-year paper trail after
the fact is the most expensive sentence in this chapter.

Tip: If your wealth is real but your records are thin — cash
businesses, informal family transfers, property held for decades
without paperwork — an EB-5 lawyer can often build a credible
trail from secondary evidence. What cannot be fixed is pretending
the trail does not matter.

Next: Chapter 16 — the Diversity Visa lottery: the one path
that costs almost nothing to enter, and the one surrounded by
the most confusion and the most fraud.
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Chapter 16: The Diversity Visa Lottery
(DV)

Part Four: The Green Card — Every Path

Every year, the United States gives away up to 55,000
immigrant visas through a random draw. No sponsor, no
employer, no investment, no relative in America required. For
millions of people around the world — including, most years,
Moroccans — this is the most accessible door in the entire
immigration system. It is also the door surrounded by the most
scams, the most false hope, and, in 2025-2026, the most
turbulence. Read this chapter carefully, including its warnings
box, because the rules around the lottery have recently moved.

What the lottery is — and who can enter

The Diversity Visa program reserves visas for natives of
countries with historically low levels of immigration to the



United States (fewer than 50,000 immigrants in the previous
five years). Countries with high immigration are excluded, and
the list of eligible countries is republished with each year's
official DV Instructions — never trust last year's list, a blog's
list, or this book's list. Morocco has historically been eligible,
and in most cycles Moroccan readers of this book can enter.
Confirm it in the instructions for the cycle you are entering.

Eligibility has exactly two pillars:

1. Birth in an eligible country. It is your country of birth that
counts, not your current citizenship or residence. (In narrow
circumstances you may claim a spouse's or a parent's country
of birth instead — the instructions explain when.)

2. Education or work experience. Either a high-school
education or its equivalent (successful completion of a
12-year course of elementary and secondary education), or
two years of work experience within the last five years in an
occupation that requires at least two years of training or
experience.

There is no minimum age in the statute, but the education/work
requirement excludes most minors in practice.

Warning — list your family correctly: You must list your spouse
and all unmarried children under 21 on your entry — even if they
do not plan to immigrate. Omitting a spouse or child is a classic
disqualifier, discovered at the interview, when it is too late.

How to enter — the only way

e One entry per person. One only. Submitting more than one
entry for the same person in the same cycle disqualifies all of
that person's entries. (A married couple may each submit one
entry, listing each other — that is legal and doubles the



household's chances.)

e Only at dvprogram.state.gov. That is the sole official entry
site. Entry is electronic, with a photograph meeting the official
specifications.

e Keep your confirmation number. When you submit, you
receive a confirmation number. It is the only way to check
whether you were selected. Lose it and you may never learn
your result.

e Check the result yourself. From May of the following year,
results are available through the Entrant Status Check on the
same official site, using your confirmation number.

Historically, entry was free. That changed for the newest cycle:
a $1 registration fee and a requirement to hold a valid
passport and upload a scan of its biographic/signature page
were introduced by rules in 2025-2026. Because of litigation
described below, dates and mechanics for the DV-2027 cycle
were still being settled as this book went to press — treat
every date in this chapter as "as reported," and always follow
the current official DV Instructions.

Selection is not a visa

Being selected means you have won the right to apply —
nothing more. More people are selected than there are visas, so
speed and paperwork decide who actually immigrates. As a
selectee you must still:

e prove you meet the education/work requirement;

e complete the immigrant-visa process (Form DS-260 and the
consular interview, Chapters 11-12);

e pass the medical examination and all security and
background checks;



e pay the $330 Diversity Visa application fee per person;

e and, above all, be issued the visa before 30 September of
the program's fiscal year. On 1 October, un-issued numbers
expire forever. There is no extension, no appeal to the calendar,
and no carrying a number into next year.

Numbers are released in rank order through the monthly Visa
Bulletin; a high case number late in the year is a real risk. File
your DS-260 promptly, gather your civil documents early, and
watch your case number's progress (Chapter 10 explains the
Bulletin).

The 2025-2026 turbulence — read before relying on
any date

The lottery's recent history is unsettled, and honest reporting
requires saying so:

e On 23 December 2025, the State Department paused all DV
issuance for a screening review, and USCIS also held
DV-based adjustments of status inside the U.S.

e A federal court case, Medani v. Trump, ordered issuance to
resume; the State Department confirmed resumption on 31
August 2026.

e As of 18 October 2026, registration for the DV-2027 cycle
had not yet opened — far later than its usual autumn window.
A court order (as amended 14 October 2026) required the
Department to announce the program by 29 October, open
registration by 1 November 2026 for 30 days, and notify
selectees by 3 December.

e New DV-2027 requirements reported: the $1 registration
fee (rule of 16 September 2025) and the passport-scan
requirement (effective 10 April 2026).



What this means for you: the lottery survives, but its calendar
is in flux. Before acting, verify the current registration
window, fee, and document rules in the official DV
Instructions at dvprogram.state.gov. A guidebook printed in a
turbulent year can describe the program's structure with
confidence — but its dates carry an expiry date of their own.

Small errors that disqualify more people than the
draw does

The lottery is random, but disqualifications are not. Year after
year, entries and selected cases die on avoidable details: a
photograph that does not meet the official specifications
(recent, plain background, no glasses or head coverings except
for religious reasons, exact dimensions — the instructions
publish the standard and a photo tool); names spelled
differently from the passport you will later present; dates of
birth transposed between day and month; and entries
submitted by an agent who reuses one person's data across
multiple entries, which the duplicate-detection system reads
as one person entering twice. Treat the entry form as the first
page of your future visa application — because at the interview,
it effectively is. The information in your entry, your DS-260, and
your civilL documents must tell one consistent story;
inconsistencies discovered after selection are examined as
possible misrepresentation (Chapter 22), and at that stage
there is no "edit" button.

After selection: case numbers, documents, and the
September wall
If the Entrant Status Check tells you that you have been

selected, your notification includes a case number — and that
number runs your life for the next year. Diversity numbers



become available in rank order month by month through the
Visa Bulletin: low numbers are called early in the fiscal year
(which begins 1 October), high numbers late, and in a busy year
some high numbers are never reached at all. This is why
"selected" and "issued a visa" are different events, and why the
program selects more people than it can ever admit.

Your practical sequence as a selectee:

1. Submit Form DS-260 promptly (Chapter 11 walks through
it). Your place in the processing queue is not improved by delay,
and document review takes months.

2. Gather civil documents early — birth certificates, marriage
certificates, police certificates, military records where
applicable — in the format, language, and translation standard
the consulate requires.

3. Prepare to prove eligibility — your diploma or your
work-experience evidence will be examined at the interview.
The entry you submitted casually in November becomes sworn
evidence the following summer.

4. Attend the medical exam and interview, pay the $330
per-person DV fee, and be ready: your spouse and children
included on the entry are processed with you, and their visas
die on the same 30 September date as yours.

Selectees already lawfully inside the United States may in
some circumstances apply to adjust status instead of
processing at a consulate (Chapter 13) — the same 30
September deadline applies, and the 2025-2026 pause
described below froze those cases for a time, which is one
more reason to check the program's current status before
choosing your route.



The fraud section — because this program attracts
predators

Warning: The State Department never emails winners. It never
asks for advance payment by wire transfer, gift card, or money
app. Any message saying "you won, send money to claim your
visa" is fraud — full stop. Paid agents who "guarantee" selection
are selling something they cannot deliver: the draw is random, and
no agent can improve your odds beyond submitting one correct
entry. If you pay someone to help you fill in the form, fine — but
check the result yourself, with your own confirmation number, on
the official site.

Tip: Enter early in the window, from the official site, and
photograph your confirmation screen with your phone. If both
spouses qualify, each of you should enter once, listing the other —
two lawful chances for one household.

Next: Chapter 17 — the humanitarian paths: asylum, protection
for victims of abuse and crime, and the special road for children
under a court's wing.
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Chapter 17: Humanitarian Paths —
Asylum, VAWA, U & T, Juveniles

Part Four: The Green Card — Every Path

Every path so far in this book has assumed you have something
the system wants: a relative, an employer, a talent, an
investment, or luck. This chapter is about the paths built for
people who have none of those — people fleeing persecution,
people abused by the very relative who was supposed to
sponsor them, victims of crime and trafficking, and children
failed by their parents. These are not loopholes. They are
deliberate protections written into the law, and for the reader
who genuinely qualifies, they are lifelines. A note before we
begin: humanitarian law is where the facts of your story matter
most, and where a licensed immigration lawyer earns every
cent. Use this chapter to recognise a path — then get counsel



before you walk it.

Refugees: protection that starts abroad

A refugee is outside the United States, is referred for
resettlement — usually through the UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR) into the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program — is
interviewed abroad, and, if approved, is admitted to the U.S. as
a refugee. After one year in the United States, a refugee must
apply for the green card.

Warning: Refugee admissions numbers and program rules
changed repeatedly through 2025-2026. No ceiling figure is
printed in this book because none could be reliably verified at
press time — check state.gov for the current state of the program.

Asylum: protection claimed inside the United States

Asylum is for a person physically present in the U.S. or arriving
at a port of entry — whatever their status or manner of arrival
— who has suffered persecution, or has a well-founded fear of
persecution, on account of one of five protected grounds:

1. Race

2. Religion

3. Nationality

4. Membership in a particular social group

5. Political opinion

The rules that decide cases:

e The one-year deadline. You must file Form 1-589 within one
year of your last arrival in the United States. Exceptions exist
only for changed circumstances or extraordinary circumstances

— and even then you must file within a reasonable time after
the exception occurs. Missing this deadline is the most common



self-inflicted wound in asylum law.

e Two tracks. Affirmative asylum: you file with USCIS and are
interviewed by an asylum officer; this is the track if you are not
in removal proceedings. Defensive asylum: you claim asylum as
a defence in immigration court, before a judge, after the
government has placed you in proceedings.

e Bars exist. Serious crimes, persecuting others, a prior denied
application, and firm resettlement in another country can bar
asylum even for someone with a real fear. Be completely
honest with your lawyer about your history — surprises
destroy credibility, and credibility is the currency of these cases.

e The green card. An asylee may apply for the green card after
one year of physical presence in asylum status.

Warning: In 2025, new asylum-related fees were added by
statute (including an annual fee), and reporting into 2026
indicates some were paused or stayed by courts. Do not rely on
any printed fee for asylum filings — check the current USCIS fee
schedule (Form G-1055) the week you file.

VAWA: when the abuser is your sponsor

The family system of Part Three has a cruel trap: the petitioner
controls the process, so an abusive citizen or green-card-holder
spouse can hold immigration status over a victim like a
weapon. The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) cuts that
weapon away. Despite its name, it protects all genders.

Under VAWA, an abused spouse, child, or parent of a U.S.
citizen or lawful permanent resident may self-petition on Form
1-360 — no filing fee — without the abuser's knowledge,
consent, or help. You must show the qualifying relationship,
battery or extreme cruelty, that you lived with the abuser, and
good moral character (for spouses, also that the marriage was



entered in good faith). Federal confidentiality law (8 U.S.C.
§1367) sharply restricts the government from contacting the
abuser or using information the abuser provides. An approved
VAWA self-petitioner can then seek the green card.

Tip: You do not need a police report to qualify under VAWA. Your
own detailed declaration plus any supporting evidence — medical
records, photos, messages, statements from people who know —
can carry the case. Tell your story fully, and to a lawyer first.

U and T status: victims of crime and trafficking

e U status (Form 1-918, no fee). For victims of qualifying
crimes — domestic violence, sexual assault, felonious assault,
trafficking, and others — who suffered substantial physical or
mental abuse and who have been, are being, or will be helpful
to law enforcement. A law-enforcement agency must sign a
certification (Supplement B); without it there is no case.
Congress capped U status at 10,000 per year, so there is a
long queue — but applicants found eligible can receive work
authorisation while they wait. U status lasts 4 years, and after
3 years in U status you may apply for the green card.

e T status (Form 1-914, no fee). For victims of a severe form of
human trafficking — forced labour or commercial sex obtained
by force, fraud, or coercion. You must be in the U.S. on account
of the trafficking, have complied with reasonable
law-enforcement requests (with exceptions for minors and for
trauma), and face extreme hardship involving unusual and
severe harm if removed. T status also leads to a green-card
application after 3 years (or when the investigation/prosecution
concludes).

One protection these readers share: public charge
does not apply



Most green-card applicants must survive the public-charge
ground of inadmissibility (Chapter 12). Congress exempted the
humanitarian categories by statute: refugees, asylees, VAWA
self-petitioners, and U and T status holders are not judged on
whether they might need public support. If an official or a paid
"consultant" tells a trafficking victim or an abused spouse that
receiving shelter or food assistance destroys their case, that
advice contradicts the statute — another reason this chapter's
cases belong in a lawyer's hands.

Who should handle these cases

Every chapter of this book encourages informed self-help
where the path is mechanical. This chapter is the exception.
Humanitarian cases turn on legal definitions — what counts as
a "particular social group," whether cruelty meets the VAWA
standard, whether a crime is a qualifying U crime — and on
deadlines that can forfeit protection before you know they
existed. A licensed immigration attorney, or a representative
accredited by the Department of Justice working for a
recognised organisation (Chapter 22 explains how to tell the
real ones from the "notarios"), is the right guide here. Many
legal-aid organisations represent asylum seekers, trafficking
victims, and abused spouses free of charge; the immigration
courts and USCIS publish lists of recognised pro bono
providers. If the facts of your life match anything in this chapter,
your first application should be a phone call to one of them.

Waiting, working, and the shape of these cases

Be honest with yourself about timelines before you file. The U
visa's statutory cap of 10,000 per year against heavy demand
means eligible victims wait years for the status itself — though,
as noted, those found eligible can receive work authorisation



while waiting under the bona-fide-determination process
reported in recent years. Asylum offices and immigration courts
both carry heavy backlogs. VAWA and T cases are measured in
months and years, not weeks.

What all these paths share is an evidentiary core: your
credible, consistent, documented account of what happened
to you. Begin preserving it now — medical and psychological
records, photographs, messages, police or court documents
where they exist, and the names of people who witnessed
events. In humanitarian law, the file you build is the case; there
is no employer, no lottery, and no investment that can speak for
you instead.

Two more protections, in brief

e S|JS — Special Immigrant Juveniles. An unmarried person
under 21 in the U.S. who obtains a state juvenile-court order
finding that reunification with one or both parents is not viable
because of abuse, abandonment, or neglect, and that return
to the home country is not in their best interest, may seek SlJ
classification (Form 1-360) and then a green card through EB-4
(Chapter 15). The state-court order comes first — the federal
petition is built on it.

e Registry. A person who entered the United States before 1
January 1972 and has lived here continuously since, with good
moral character and no disqualifying record, may "register" for
a green card under INA §249. Congress has not updated that
1972 date in decades; it helps a shrinking handful of very
long-term residents — but if it describes someone in your
family, it is a complete path in itself.

Warning: Humanitarian claims are sworn, permanent records. A
fabricated persecution story, a purchased police report, or a



coached VAWA claim is immigration fraud — it can produce a
lifetime bar (Chapter 22) and criminal prosecution, and it poisons
the system for genuine victims. If your fear or your abuse is real,
the law has a door for you. If it is not, do not let anyone sell you a
story.

Next: Part Five begins — Chapter 18: naturalisation, the
five-year and three-year rules on the road to citizenship.
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Chapter 18: Naturalization — the
Five-Year and Three-Year Rules



Part Five: U.S. Citizenship

The green card lets you live and work in America forever.
Citizenship finishes the journey: you can vote, hold a U.S.
passport, sponsor relatives faster (Chapter 9), and never again
fear removal for a mistake that would end a green card.
Naturalisation is not automatic and it is never owed — it is
granted to permanent residents who can show they have met
every condition in the statute, kept meeting them right up to
the oath, and passed two tests (Chapter 19). This chapter
covers the conditions. Get them wrong, and the cleanest test
scores in the world will not save the application.

The general rule: five years

Under the standard provision (INA §316), you may naturalise
when all of the following are true:

e You are at least 18 years old.

e You have been a lawful permanent resident for at least 5
years.

¢ Continuous residence: you have lived continuously in the
U.S. for those 5 years, up to filing — and you must maintain it
until the oath.

¢ Physical presence: you were physically inside the United
States for at least 30 months (half of the 5 years).

e State residence: you have lived at least 3 months in the state
or USCIS district where you file.

e Good moral character throughout the 5-year period — and
until the oath (below).

e You can pass the English and civics tests (Chapter 19), are
attached to the principles of the U.S. Constitution, and are
willing to take the Oath of Allegiance.



Travel: the silent application-killer

Continuous residence is where careful people lose cases. The
rules on trips abroad are mechanical:

e A trip of more than 6 months but less than 1 year creates a
presumption that you broke continuous residence. You may
rebut it with evidence that you did not abandon your U.S. home
— a maintained residence, immediate family remaining in the
U.S., U.S. employment and tax filings — but the burden shifts
to you.

e A trip of 1 year or more breaks continuous residence
automatically, with only narrow exceptions (such as an
approved Form N-470 for certain employment abroad).

e Short trips still count against you in a second way: every day
abroad is a day not physically present, and the 30-month
physical-presence total is simple arithmetic. Count your days
before you file, not after.

Warning: Filing from a pattern of long trips is the most common
avoidable naturalisation failure. If your travel history includes any
absence over six months, review it with a lawyer before filing — a
denial costs the fee and can, in bad cases, invite a second look at
whether you abandoned residence altogether.

Good moral character — the whole picture

For the full statutory period (5 years, or 3 under the spouse
rule) and continuing until the oath, USCIS examines your
character — and since an August 2025 policy shift it reportedly
reviews overall conduct and "patterns of behaviour," not only
convictions. Expect questions about:

e Crimes and arrests — including offences never charged or
long expunged; bring certified records.



e Taxes — failure to file required returns or unpaid tax debt
without a payment plan is a classic problem.

e Child support — wilful failure to support dependants counts
against you.

e Selective Service — men who lived in the U.S. between ages
18 and 25 generally had to register; an unexplained failure to
register can block men under 31.

¢ False testimony, false claims, and fraud — including lies
told to any official, not only USCIS.

An act outside the statutory period can still matter in the
overall assessment. Honesty is not a strategy here; it is the
only workable approach — a disclosed problem is a legal
question, but a discovered lie is a catastrophe (Chapter 22).

The three-year rule: spouses of citizens

If you are married to a U.S. citizen, a faster clock may apply
(INA §319):

e Permanent resident for 3 years;

e living in marital union with your spouse, who has been a U.S.
citizen for all 3 of those years;

e continuous residence for 3 years and physical presence of
18 months;

e good moral character for the 3-year period;

e the same 3 months in your state, the same tests, the same
oath.

Warning: The 3-year basis depends on the marriage and the
living-together lasting until the oath. Divorce, or the citizen
spouse's death, or the end of marital union before you swear the
oath generally destroys the 3-year basis — you would then wait
out the 5-year rule instead.



The 90-day early-filing rule

You may file Form N-400 up to 90 days before you complete
the required residence period — a genuine convenience for
planning around travel and test preparation. But understand its
limits: you cannot be naturalised before the full period runs,
and every other requirement — physical presence, state
residence, good moral character — must genuinely be met.
Filing early with sloppy arithmetic is how people buy
themselves a denial.

Tip: Before filing, do three counts on paper: your months as a
permanent resident, your days physically present, and every trip
abroad longer than a month. If all three clearly pass, the calendar
is on your side. If any is close, wait or consult counsel — the filing
fee (Chapter 19) is not refunded for a denial.

Tip: Keep filing U.S. tax returns as a resident every year of your
green-card life, and keep copies. They are the cheapest
continuous-residence evidence you will ever own.

A word on your first nationality

Many readers — Moroccans above all — ask whether becoming
American means surrendering their original citizenship. The
United States does not require you to renounce your previous
nationality to naturalise (the oath's language renounces foreign
allegiances as a matter of U.S. law, but the U.S. tolerates dual
nationality in practice). What the other country does with your
new citizenship is governed by its law, not America's — and
Morocco, as a general matter, permits dual nationality in
practice. Check your own country's rules for the other side of
the question, and never assume one country speaks for the
other.



A worked example: counting the days

Suppose you received your green card on 1 March 2021 and
want to use the 90-day early filing rule. Your five years
complete on 1 March 2026, so the earliest filing date is about 1
December 2025. Before choosing that date, do the
physical-presence arithmetic: you need 30 months — roughly
913 days — physically inside the United States during the
five years. If your travel diary shows, for example, three family
trips of two months each (about 180 days abroad), you stand at
roughly 1,645 days present: comfortably clear. If instead you
spent two long stretches abroad caring for a parent — eleven
months in total — you are at about 1,490 days present, still
clear on presence, but each stretch over six months raises the
presumption that you broke continuous residence, and one
stretch of a full year would have broken it outright and
restarted the clock. Presence and continuity are two different
tests; passing the arithmetic does not cure a continuity break.
This is why the travel list on the N-400 must be complete and
exact — the officer will compare it against your passport and
entry/exit records.

Your self-check before filing

Walk this list honestly. Every "no" is a reason to pause, not
necessarily a reason to despair:

e Five years (or three, under the spouse rule) as a permanent
resident — or within 90 days of it?

e At least 30 months (or 18) physically present, with the days
counted, not guessed?

e No single trip of a year or more? No trip over six months left
unexplained?

e Three months living in the state where | will file?



e Tax returns filed for every required year, and any tax debt
paid or under a payment plan?

e Child support current, if | owe it?

e Selective Service registered, if | was a man aged 18-25 while
living here?

e Every arrest, citation, or offence — anywhere, ever — ready to
disclose with records?

e Ready to keep meeting all of the above until the day of the
oath?

Tip: If you naturalise while a green-card renewal or a
removal-of-conditions filing (Chapter 12's I-751 world) is also
pending, tell USCIS about each case in the other. The files are
supposed to meet — make sure they meet with the same facts.

Keeping your record clean while you wait

The months between filing and the interview are not dead time
in the eyes of the law. Your good moral character is assessed
until the oath, so a tax debt quietly settled, a traffic citation
properly answered, and returns filed on time all continue to
matter after the N-400 is in the mail. If life happens during the
wait — a marriage, a divorce, a new child, a move, an arrest, a
long trip abroad — write it down with dates. You will be asked
about changes at the interview, and a prepared, documented
answer is the difference between a short delay and a long
problem. Naturalisation rewards the same habit this whole
book teaches: keep the paper, tell the truth, and never let a
deadline pass in silence.

Next: Chapter 19 — the two tests: English, and the civics exam
that changed in 2025. Which version you face depends on one
date: the day you filed.
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Chapter 19: The Two Tests — English
and the 2025 Civics Test

Part Five: U.S. Citizenship

Everything in Chapter 18 qualifies you to apply. This chapter is
about what happens next: the form, the fee, the interview, and
the two examinations that stand between a green card and a
passport. One of those examinations changed in 2025, and
which version applies to you turns on a single date — the day
your application was filed. Get that date right and half the
confusion in the immigrant community's group chats
disappears.



The application: Form N-400

Naturalisation begins with Form N-400, Application for
Naturalization. The filing fee is $710 if you file online or $760
on paper. A reduced fee of $380 exists for qualifying
low-income applicants — paper filing only. File online where
you can: it is cheaper, instantly receipted, and easier to track.

The road from filing to citizenship has five stations:

1. File the N-400 (with the fee and supporting documents).

2. Biometrics — fingerprints and photograph. USCIS frequently
reuses biometrics it already holds.

3. The interview — an officer reviews your application under
oath, and administers the English and civics tests (below).

4. The decision — granted, continued (more evidence or a
re-test), or denied.

5. The oath ceremony — in some offices the same day as the
interview, in others scheduled later, sometimes in a courthouse
before a judge (judicial ceremonies are also where a legal name
change can be made).

Warning: You are not a citizen when your application is approved,
nor when you pass the tests. You become a citizen at the oath —
when you swear the Oath of Allegiance. Until that moment, your
green-card obligations continue, and conduct in the gap (a crime, a
long trip) can still undo everything.

Test one: English — unchanged

The English test has three parts, all folded into your interview:

e Speaking: assessed from how you answer the officer's
questions about your application. There is no separate speaking
exam.



e Reading: you must read aloud 1 of up to 3 sentences
correctly, from USCIS's published reading vocabulary.

e Writing: you must write 1 of up to 3 sentences correctly, as
the officer dictates.

It is basic, functional English — the vocabulary lists are
published and short. This test did not change in 2025.

Test two: civics — and the 2025 change

At the interview, an officer asks questions about U.S. history
and government. Which question bank you face depends
entirely on when you filed your N-400:

| 2008 test | 2025 test

Applies if you filed... | Before 20 October 2025 | On or after
20 October 2025

Questions to study | 100 | 128
Questions asked | Up to 10 | Up to 20
Correct answers to pass | 6| 12

The 2025 test was announced in a Federal Register notice of
18 September 2025 — the change is real, not a rumour. Under
the 2025 test, the officer asks up to 20 questions and stops
when you reach 12 correct (a pass) or 9 wrong (a fail). Under
the 2008 test, the officer asks up to 10, and 6 correct answers
pass. The filing date controls — not the interview date. If you
filed on 19 October 2025 and interview in 2026, you take the
2008 test. If you filed on 20 October 2025, the 128-question
bank is yours. USCIS publishes the official
guestion-and-answer lists for both versions; study only the list
that matches your filing date, and study from the official list —
the answers an officer accepts are the ones printed there, and
some answers (names of current officials) change with



elections.

Tip: Print your version's official list and drill it aloud — the test is
oral. Many community organisations and public libraries run free
citizenship classes built around these exact lists; bring your filing
receipt so the teacher knows which version to drill.

Exceptions and accommodations

The law softens the tests for long-settled older residents —
but read the details, because the civics test rarely disappears
entirely:

e 50/20: if you are 50 or older and have lived in the U.S. as a
permanent resident for 20 years, you are exempt from the
English test. You still take the civics test — but you may take it
in your own language, with an interpreter.

e 55/15: if you are 55 or older with 15 years as a permanent
resident, the same applies: no English test; civics in your
language with an interpreter.

e 65/20: if you are 65 or older with 20 years as a permanent

resident, you receive special consideration: you study only the
20 designated questions marked in the official list (under the
2025 test, reporting describes 10 asked, 6 to pass). You may

also take the test in your language.

e Medical exception (Form N-648): a doctor or psychologist
can certify a disability or impairment that prevents you from
learning English and/or civics. The exception can cover one test
or both — but the N-648 must be complete, specific, and
properly supported; thin or purchased certificates are a known
fraud pattern and are examined hard.

Note what does not exist: there is no exception from the oath's
substance, and no general "hardship" waiver of the tests. Age



plus years of residence, or a genuine medical condition — those
are the doors the statute built.

If you fail part of the test

Failing is not the end, and it is not a denial of your whole case.
If you pass part of the examination and fail another — say, you
pass civics but stumble on the writing — you receive one free
re-test of the failed portion only, usually scheduled within
60-90 days. Use the interval: study the exact part you failed,
from the official materials, in the version that applies to your
filing date. Failing the re-test means the application is denied
on that ground — though nothing stops an eligible applicant
from filing again later, with a new fee, when ready.

Two neighbours, two different tests

Consider two green-card holders living on the same street. The
first, after checking her dates with Chapter 18's self-test, filed
her N-400 on 19 October 2025. The second, meaning to do the
same, organised his paperwork a day later and filed on 20
October 2025. They may interview in the same week of 2026
— vyet the first studies the old 100-question list and must
answer 6 of 10 correctly, while the second studies the
128-question list and must reach 12 correct out of up to 20
asked. Neither can swap into the other's test, and neither
officer has discretion to change the assignment. The lesson is
not to rush a filing before you are eligible — an early filing that
arrives before your residence period and its 90-day window
allow fails on eligibility, a far worse outcome than a longer
question list. The lesson is to know your date, find your list, and
prepare for the examination you will actually sit.

Inside the interview room



The interview itself is two events fused into one appointment.
First, it is a review of your N-400 under oath: the officer goes
through your application — addresses, jobs, trips, family, the
eligibility questions of Chapter 18 — and corrects or confirms
every answer with you. Anything in your file that differs from
what you say in that chair becomes the day's problem, so file
an application you can defend line by line. Second, it is the
examination: the English reading and writing sentences, the
speaking assessment woven through the conversation, and the
civics questions drawn from the bank that matches your filing
date. Decisions sometimes come the same day; otherwise you
will receive the result by mail and in your online account. Some
offices can offer a same-day oath ceremony; in others — and at
judicial ceremonies, where a judge presides and a legal name
change can be granted — you will be scheduled for a later
date.

After the oath

The ceremony hands you a certificate of naturalisation — and
opens a short administrative checklist. Apply for a U.S.
passport (your certificate is the proof you will submit), and
update your record with the Social Security Administration
so your status shows as a citizen. If you have children under 18
living with you, read Chapter 20 next: some of them may have
become citizens at the very moment you swore the oath,
without any application at all.

Warning: Beware anyone selling a "guaranteed pass," an "inside"
question list different from the official one, or a doctor's N-648
certificate for a condition you do not have. A fraudulent medical
certificate is misrepresentation — the one mistake in this book that
can cost you not just citizenship but your green card itself (Chapter
22).



After approval: the oath finishes what the tests begin

Passing both tests and winning approval still leaves one
station: the oath ceremony, covered at the start of this chapter.
Some offices can swear you in the same day as your interview;
in others, and at judicial ceremonies presided over by a judge —
where a legal name change can also be granted — you will be
scheduled for a later date. Between approval and oath, keep
living as a model permanent resident: the government can
revisit a case in that interval, and new facts (an arrest, a long
unexplained absence) can postpone or unravel it. Once the oath
is taken, the certificate of naturalisation in your hand is the
foundation document for your U.S. passport — and, as Chapter
20 shows, possibly for your children's citizenship too.

Next: Chapter 20 — citizenship for children: the cases where
citizenship arrives automatically, with no application, no test,
and no oath at all.
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Chapter 20: Citizenship for Children —
Automatic Derivation

By Jamal Amimi

Most of this book is about applications: forms to file, fees to
pay, interviews to attend. This chapter is different. It is about
the one route to U.S. citizenship that requires no application,
no test, and no ceremony at all — a citizenship that the law
grants by itself, the moment certain facts come together. Many
immigrant families are surprised to learn that their child
became a U.S. citizen months or even years ago and nobody
told them. The government does not send a letter. It is up to
you to recognise it — and to prove it.

The rule: the Child Citizenship Act of 2000

Under the Child Citizenship Act of 2000 (INA §320), a child
born outside the United States becomes a U.S. citizen
automatically at the moment when all three of these
conditions are true at the same time, before the child's 18th
birthday:

1. At least one parent is a U.S. citizen — by birth or by
naturalisation. It does not matter which parent, and the other
parent's status does not matter.

2. The child is a lawful permanent resident — that is, the child
holds a green card.

3. The child is residing in the United States in the legal and
physical custody of the citizen parent — the child's home is



with that parent, in America.

"Physical custody" means the child actually lives with the
citizen parent. "Legal custody" means that parent has the legal
authority to care for the child — which is the normal situation
when a child lives with a parent, including after a divorce
where the citizen parent is the one the child lives with.

The moment the last of the three conditions falls into place —
before the 18th birthday — the child is a citizen. Not from the
day you discover it. Not from the day you file a paper. From that
moment itself.

The order does not matter

Families reach the three conditions in different sequences, and
the law does not care about the order:

e The parent naturalises last. A family immigrates together;
the child receives a green card at age 12. At age 15, the mother
takes the oath and becomes a citizen. Because the child is
under 18, an LPR, and living with her — the child became a
citizen on the same day the mother did, automatically.

e The green card comes last. A father is already a U.S. citizen;
his daughter lives abroad with her mother, then immigrates and
is admitted as a permanent resident at 16 to live with him. On
the day she is admitted as an LPR and residing in his custody,
all three conditions meet — she is a citizen from that day.

e The child was born to a citizen parent and later immigrates.
The same logic applies: citizenship vests when the third
condition is completed, provided it happens before age 18.

Warning — the 18th birthday is a hard wall. If the last condition
is only completed after the child turns 18, derivation under this
rule does not happen. A young person in that position is not
without options — they may naturalise in their own right once



eligible — but they do not get the automatic citizenship of this
chapter. If your child is approaching 18 and a parent is eligible to
naturalise, timing matters enormously: a parent's oath taken a
month too late can change the child's entire path.

Citizens — but how do you prove it?

Here is the practical problem: the child is a citizen in law, but
holds no American document saying so. A green card still says
"permanent resident." Schools, employers, passport offices,
and government agencies deal in documents, not in legal logic.
So every family in this situation should obtain proof. There are
two standard proofs:

e A U.S. passport. A child who derived citizenship can apply
for a U.S. passport with evidence of the three conditions: the
parent's citizenship (e.g., naturalisation certificate), the child's
green card, and proof the child lives in the parent's custody. For
most families this is the fastest and most useful proof, because
a passport is the document daily life actually asks for.

e Form N-600, Certificate of Citizenship. Filed with USCIS,
this produces a formal certificate recording the citizenship.
Unlike naturalisation, there is no test and no interview about
your knowledge — it is an evidence process. Many lawyers
recommend obtaining the certificate at some point even if you
already have the passport, because it is a permanent USCIS
record of the citizenship itself, whereas passports expire.

Tip. Do not wait for a crisis — a job application, a scholarship form,
a passport control officer — to discover you cannot prove what is
true. If your family matches the three conditions, gather the
documents now, while the parent's naturalisation certificate and
the child's green card are easy to find, and apply for the passport
and/or the certificate.



There is one more situation to know about: a derived citizen
who later needs to show when they became a citizen (for
example, because they registered to vote or applied for a
benefit as a citizen earlier than officials expect). The N-600
record, which states the date citizenship was acquired, is the
cleanest answer. Keep it with the family's essential documents.

The documents that prove each condition

When you apply for the passport or the N-600, you are really
proving the three conditions, one document set at a time:

e The parent's citizenship — the parent's naturalisation
certificate, U.S. passport, or U.S. birth certificate.

e The child's permanent residence — the child's green card,
showing it was in force before the 18th birthday.

e The child's residence in the parent's custody — evidence
that the child was living with the citizen parent in the United
States when the conditions came together.

Assemble these before you apply, and keep the originals
together afterwards: they are the family's proof of a citizenship
that exists whether or not a piece of paper is ever issued — the
paper simply makes it usable.

The diaspora case: your child lives in Morocco

Because so many readers of this book have families on both
sides of the Atlantic, one situation deserves its own warning. A
U.S. citizen living in Chicago has a daughter living with her
grandparents in Agadir. The daughter has never immigrated;
she visits on holidays. This chapter does not apply to her —
she is not an LPR residing in the United States, so nothing is
automatic. Her route, if she qualifies at all, is the separate INA
§322 process on Form N-600K described below: an



application, conditions about the citizen parent's own physical
presence in the United States, and a hard deadline at 18.
Families in this pattern lose rights every year by assuming the
automatic rule follows the child around the world. It does not. It
follows the child who lives here.

Do not confuse this with children living abroad

This chapter concerns children living in the United States. A
different provision — INA §322, using Form N-600K — covers
certain children of U.S. citizens who are born and reside abroad
and have not taken up residence in America. That route is not
automatic: it requires an application, additional conditions
about the citizen parent's (or in some cases grandparent's)
physical presence in the United States, and the child must
complete the process, including an oath in most cases, before
turning 18. The names of the forms are similar (N-600 /
N-600K) and families mix them up constantly. If your child lives
outside the United States, this chapter is not your chapter —
the §322 process is, and it has its own deadline discipline.

A word on your other nationality

The United States does not require a person who naturalises to
give up their previous citizenship, and nothing in the derivation
rule asks a child to renounce a Moroccan or other nationality
either. Whether a second nationality is kept, and what it means,
is governed by the other country's law, not America's. In
practice, Morocco generally permits dual nationality — but that
is a question of Moroccan law, and families should confirm their
own position under it rather than assume. What you should not
do is hide a second passport or nationality when a U.S. form
asks about it: the danger in this area is never the second
nationality itself; it is a false answer (see Chapter 22).



Tip — a simple family audit. Sit down once with your family's
dates: each parent's citizenship date, each child's green-card date,
each child's 18th birthday, and where each child was living at each
step. If, at any moment before a child's 18th birthday, all three
conditions were simultaneously true, that child is a U.S. citizen —
go and get the document that proves it.

Chapter summary

e A child becomes a U.S. citizen automatically — no form, test,
or ceremony — when, before age 18: a parent is a citizen, the
child is an LPR, and the child lives in the U.S. in that parent's
legal and physical custody (Child Citizenship Act, INA §320).

e The order in which the conditions are met does not matter;
the 18th birthday is a hard deadline.

e Prove it with a U.S. passport and/or Form N-600 — the
government will not notify you.

e Children of citizens residing abroad fall under a different,
non-automatic rule (INA §322, Form N-600K).

e Keeping a Moroccan or other nationality alongside U.S.
citizenship is a question for that country's law; never conceal
one on a U.S. form.

In Part Six we turn to the other side of the system: the mistakes
and traps that destroy applications — beginning with the bars
that punish unlawful presence, and the departure that triggers
them.
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Chapter 21: The Bars — Unlawful
Presence and the Departure Trap

By Jamal Amimi

This is the most serious chapter in this book, and it is written
accordingly: plainly, precisely, and without comfort where the
law offers none. The bars described here have separated
families for years at a time — very often because someone
acted on a friendly piece of advice, or simply bought a plane
ticket, without understanding that leaving the United States is
the act that switches the punishment on. Read this chapter
twice before you read any other if you, or anyone in your family,
has ever stayed in the United States longer than authorised.

What "unlawful presence" means



Unlawful presence is the time a person spends in the United
States in either of these situations:

e Staying past the authorised date — the date on your Form
[-94 (your admission record), which for most visitors is the
"admit until" date, not the expiry date printed on the visa; or

¢ Being present without admission or parole — that is,
entering without inspection, for example by crossing the border
without being admitted by an officer.

Two important qualifications, stated exactly:

e Time spent in the United States before your 18th birthday
does not count toward unlawful presence for these bars. The
clock starts at 18.

¢ Students (F) and exchange visitors (J) admitted for "duration
of status" are subject to special accrual rules — unlawful
presence in those categories generally begins only after a
formal finding or the relevant date under those rules. If this is
your situation, the details matter and you need individual
advice; do not assume either that you are safe or that you are
barred.

Do not confuse unlawful presence with the separate question
of being removable (deportable). A person can be out of status
without yet accruing unlawful presence, and the consequences
differ. This chapter is about the specific bars of INA
§212(a)(9)(B) — the ones measured below — and the
permanent bar of §212(a)(9)(C).

The 3-year bar

If a person accrues more than 180 days but less than one year
of unlawful presence and then departs the United States, they
are barred from being admitted for 3 years from the date of



departure.

The 10-year bar

If a person accrues one year or more of unlawful presence and
then departs, they are barred from being admitted for 10 years
from the date of departure.

The departure is the trigger — the trap itself

Read those two rules again and notice the mechanism: the bar
is not imposed while you are inside the United States. It is
imposed when you leave. This produces the central trap of
American immigration law, and it catches people in a very
specific, heartbreaking way:

A spouse of a U.S. citizen has lived in the United States without
status for two years. The family does everything "by the book"
as far as they understand it: the citizen files the 1-130 petition,
it is approved, and the case moves to consular processing —
because a person who entered without inspection generally
cannot adjust status inside the country and must attend an
immigrant-visa interview at a consulate abroad. The spouse
flies home for the interview. The moment the plane takes off,
the departure, combined with two years of unlawful presence,
triggers the 10-year bar — and the consular officer must
refuse the visa unless a waiver is approved. What was
supposed to be the final step to a green card becomes a
decade of separation, or a waiver fight measured in months or
years.

Warning — the single most important sentence in this chapter.
If you have accrued more than 180 days of unlawful presence, do
not depart the United States — not for a consular interview, not
for a family emergency, not for a holiday — on anyone's word
alone. Departure is the act that creates the bar. Get a licensed



immigration attorney to review your exact dates before any ticket
is bought.

Note also that the bars apply however the departure happens,
including a departure under an order of removal — and they
can apply even when the person did not know they were
accruing unlawful presence. Ignorance of the 1-94 date is not a
defence.

The permanent bar

Worse than the 10-year bar is the so-called permanent bar
(INA §212(a)(9)(C)). It applies to a person who:

e accrued more than one year of unlawful presence in total (it
can be added up across multiple stays), or was ordered
removed — and then

e entered or attempted to enter the United States without
admission.

A person under the permanent bar must remain outside the
United States for 10 years and then obtain consent to reapply
for admission (Form 1-212) before any waiver can even be
considered. Re-entering unlawfully a second time is not a
shortcut around the 10-year bar — it is the act that converts a
bad situation into the permanent bar. Officers, judges, and
lawyers use the word "permanent" because, in practical terms,
for most families it is.

The overstay penalty that applies even without a bar:
your visa dies

Unlawful presence is not the only consequence of overstaying.
Under INA §222(g), if you overstay the authorised stay on a
nonimmigrant visa, that visa is automatically void — cancelled
by operation of law, even if the printed date is years away.



Consequences:

e You must generally apply for any future visa in your home
country (or country of nationality), not in a convenient third
country.

e While out of status you generally cannot extend your stay or
change to another status inside the United States.

e You are removable, and a past overstay follows you into
every future interview (see Chapter 22 on 214(b)).

If an emergency genuinely requires you to stay longer, the
lawful route is to file for an extension (Form [-539) before your
[-94 date expires — never after, and never simply by deciding
to remain.

The waivers: 1-601, and the provisional I-601A

The 3-year and 10-year bars can, in some cases, be waived.
The standard waiver is Form 1-601. To win it, you must prove
extreme hardship to a qualifying relative — a spouse or
parent who is a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident.
Understand the limits precisely:

e Hardship to you, the applicant, does not qualify. Hardship to
your children matters as a factor but children alone are not
qualifying relatives for this waiver.

e "Extreme hardship" means hardship substantially beyond the
ordinary pain of family separation — serious medical
conditions, country conditions, a qualifying relative's
dependence and circumstances are weighed as a whole. ltis a
discretionary, evidence-heavy application, and it is refused
often.

The provisional waiver, Form 1-601A, exists because of the
departure trap. If it is approved before you leave, USCIS has



already decided the waiver of the unlawful-presence bar, so
you can depart for your consular interview knowing that this
particular bar is resolved. But know its limits:

e |t covers only the unlawful-presence bar. If you have any
other ground of inadmissibility — a prior removal, a
misrepresentation, a criminal issue — the provisional waiver
does not forgive it, and it can be revoked if the consular officer
finds another ground.

e [t is available only in the specific consular-processing
situation it was designed for, and only with the qualifying
relative and hardship showing described above.

e An approved I-601A is not a visa and not a guarantee of one;
it removes one obstacle, the specific one, before you step onto
the plane.

Tip. The families who survive this chapter's traps are the ones
who counted their days early. Keep every [-94, entry stamp, and
approval notice. If your history includes any overstay, sit with an
attorney and a calendar and establish — in writing — exactly how
many days of unlawful presence exist before anyone files
anything or books any flight.

Chapter summary

¢ Unlawful presence = staying past your I-94 date, or presence
without admission/parole. Time under age 18 does not count;
F/) duration-of-status cases have special rules.

e More than 180 days but under 1 year + departure = 3-year
bar.

e 1 year or more + departure = 10-year bar. The departure
itself triggers both bars — leaving for a consular interview is
the classic trap.



e Permanent bar: over 1 year of unlawful presence in total (or
a removal order), followed by entry or attempted entry without
admission — 10 years abroad plus Form |-212 consent before
any relief.

e An overstay also voids your visa automatically (INA §222(g))
and confines future applications to your home country.

e Waivers exist — I-601, and the pre-departure provisional
1-601A — but require extreme hardship to a citizen/LPR
spouse or parent, and forgive only what they forgive.

Chapter 22 continues with the other ways applications die:
refusals under 214(b), the lifetime bar for lying, and the
everyday errors that quietly ruin cases.
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Chapter 22: Refusals, Fraud, and Other
Fatal Errors

By Jamal Amimi

Chapter 21 was about the bars that follow unlawful presence.
This chapter is about the broader graveyard of applications —
and it begins with the most common refusal of all, which is not
a bar at all, before moving to the one mistake from which there
is almost no way back: lying.



214(b): the refusal that presumes you are lying about
your plans

Every year, consular officers refuse more visitor, student, and
exchange-visitor applications under INA §214(b) than under
any other provision. Understand what it is, because most
refusals come as a shock only to people who did not
understand the rule of the game:

The law presumes that every applicant for a nonimmigrant
visa is an intending immigrant — someone who actually plans
to move to America — until the applicant proves otherwise.
The burden is not on the officer to show you will overstay. The
burden is on you to satisfy the officer of two things: that you
qualify for the category you applied for, and that you have
strong ties abroad that will compel you to leave when your
visit ends.

Ties are the concrete facts of a life rooted somewhere else: a
real job or business, a spouse and children at home, a home
you own or lease, studies in progress, a credible travel history
of going and returning. The officer also weighs whether your
story is consistent — the DS-160, your documents, and your
spoken answers all telling the same story — and whether your
funds match the story: a modest salary financing a modest,
credible trip reads very differently from a modest salary
financing a six-month tour of ten cities.

Two statutory exceptions are worth knowing: H-1B and L
applicants (and their dependants) are exempt from the 214(b)
presumption by law. F-1 students and J-1 exchange visitors are
not exempt — they face the same presumption, which is why
genuine students with real schools and real funding are still
sometimes refused when the officer is not convinced they



intend to return.
Set the facts about a 214(b) refusal straight:

e It is not a permanent bar. It does not, by itself, make you
inadmissible.

e There is no appeal. No judge reviews a consular refusal.

e You may reapply — new DS-160, new fee — but reapplying
immediately with the same facts usually produces the same
answer, and every refusal stays visible on your record for the
next officer. Reapply when something has materially changed:
a better-rooted job, completed studies, a travel history built
since, a purpose that is clearer and better documented.

e A prior 214(b) refusal, honestly disclosed when a form asks
about refusals, is a fact. Concealing it converts a setback into
the catastrophe of the next section.

Misrepresentation: the lifetime bar

Now the catastrophic one. Under INA §212(a)(6)(C)(i), a person
who, by fraud or wilfully misrepresenting a material fact,
seeks to obtain a visa, admission, or any other immigration
benefit is inadmissible for life.

Parse the sentence, because each element matters:

o Wilfully: it must be a deliberate false statement, not an
honest mistake, a typo, or bad memory. (This is why correcting
an error the moment you notice it — in writing, before a
decision — matters so much.)

e Material: the fact must matter — one that could influence the
decision: your employment, your income, your marital status,
your identity, your purpose of travel.



e For a benefit: the lie must be told to obtain something under
the immigration laws — a visa, entry, a green card.

The classic examples, all of them permanently fatal when
found: a fake job Lletter; inflated or fabricated bank
statements; a marriage that is not real, entered into to get a
green card; lies in the DS-160 about refusals, arrests, relatives,
or employment; using a false identity or someone else's
documents. A consular officer can make this finding in an
interview room, and once made it is extraordinarily difficult to
overturn — there is no ordinary appeal from a consulate, and
the finding follows the person forever.

The only relief is a discretionary Form 1-601 waiver, which
requires extreme hardship to a U.S. citizen or LPR spouse or
parent (see Chapter 21). If you have no such qualifying relative,
there is effectively no relief at all. There is no expiry date, no
rehabilitation period, no number of honest years that washes it
away. That is why this book repeats one sentence in several
chapters: an honest refusal is a setback; a lie is an ending.

Warning. It makes no difference who physically wrote the lie. If an
agent, a consultant, or a helpful relative puts a false statement in
your application and you sign it — or you sign blank forms that
someone else fills in — the false statement is legally yours, and
the lifetime bar falls on you, not on them. (More on preparers
below.)

Worse still: a false claim to U.S. citizenship

One falsehood stands above the others. Under INA
§212(a)(6)(C)(ii), falsely claiming to be a U.S. citizen for any
purpose or benefit — voting in an election, or ticking the
"citizen" box on Form I-9 when starting a job — renders a
person inadmissible, and in most cases no waiver exists at all.



Not the 1-601, not hardship, nothing. Never register to vote,
never vote, and never claim citizenship on any form, anywhere,
for any reason, unless you are one. Well-meaning people have
destroyed their futures at a motor-voter counter and on a
new-hire form; do not be one of them.

Closely related, and equally unforgiving: never use a false or
borrowed Social Security number. It is a federal crime, and it
poisons both misrepresentation and good-moral-character
analysis for any future case.

Public charge: the ground that people misunderstand
in both directions

Another ground of inadmissibility, INA §212(a)(4), asks
whether an applicant is likely to become a public charge —
primarily dependent on the government for subsistence. It is a
totality-of-the-circumstances judgement: the officer weighs
your age, health, family size, income and assets, education and
skills — and, in green-card cases, whether a sufficient Affidavit
of Support (Form 1-864) was filed. A missing or insufficient
[-864 can by itself cause a refusal; that part is mechanical.

The volatile part is which public benefits count, and here the
book must be honest about a moving target rather than repeat
slogans:

e Under the regulation in force until 17 September 2026, the
benefits considered were narrowly defined — essentially cash
assistance for income maintenance and long-term institutional
care at government expense.

e For applications filed on or after 18 September 2026, a rule
change broadened officers' discretion, and officers may
consider any means-tested benefits received after that date as



part of the overall picture.

This remains an area in flux, and you should verify the current
rule on the official site before filing. What will not change, and
what this book states flatly: neither slogan is true. "Benefits
never count" is false. "Using any benefit automatically bars

you" is also false — the test is the totality of your
circumstances, and several humanitarian categories (refugees,
asylees, VAWA, U and T applicants, among others) are exempt
from public charge by statute. Treat anyone who gives you
either absolute as someone who does not know the current

law.

Working on a visitor visa — and arriving with a
hidden plan

A B-1/B-2 visitor may not take U.S. employment — paid work,
and generally also unpaid work of a kind that displaces a U.S.
worker — nor run a U.S. business from inside the country.
Unauthorised employment breaks your status, can void a
pending case, bars adjustment of status in many categories
(immediate relatives are a partial exception — a quirk of the
statute, not a strategy), and sits in your record as a devastating
fact at every future interview. The same applies to a student
working off campus without authorisation.

There is a sister trap: entering as a "tourist" while actually
intending to live and work in the United States. Officers call it
preconceived intent, and where the hidden purpose contradicts
what was declared, it can be treated as misrepresentation —
importing the lifetime bar of this chapter into a case that began
with nothing more than a dishonest answer at the airport or the
consulate window.

The small duty that ruins cases quietly: AR-11



Almost every non-citizen — including green-card holders —
must report each change of address to USCIS within 10 days
of moving. File Form AR-11, preferably online through a USCIS
account. (Sponsors who signed an [-864 report their own
moves on Form [-865, within 30 days.) Wilful failure is a
misdemeanour — a fine of up to $200 and/or up to 30 days'
imprisonment (INA §266(b)) — and is listed among the
grounds of deportability.

In real life, though, the punishment is rarely the fine. It is this:
USCIS mail is generally not forwarded by the postal service.
The biometrics notice, the interview letter, the request for
evidence goes to your old address, the date passes, and your
case is denied for abandonment — often without you ever
knowing a letter existed. Changing your address with the post
office, your bank, or your consulate does not count. Only the
AR-11 counts.

Deadlines that do not forgive

American immigration law runs on clocks that, with rare
exceptions, nobody can stop or extend:

e A missed biometrics appointment or interview, without
rescheduling in advance, usually means denial for
abandonment.

e A Request for Evidence (RFE) gives a hard deadline —
typically 30 to 87 days — and in most cases it cannot be
extended.

e Form I-751 (removing conditions on a marriage-based green
card), Form 1-829 (removing conditions on an investor's card),
and the K-1 requirement to marry the petitioner within 90
days of entry all run on unextendable 90-day windows.



e Diversity visas die on 30 September — the end of the fiscal
year — no matter how blameless the delay.

e Asylum generally must be filed within one year of arrival.

Keep every receipt notice (Form 1-797C) and a copy of
everything you file. The receipt is your proof that the clock was
beaten.

Notarios: the most expensive "help" of all

In Morocco and across the civil-law world, a notaire is a highly
trained legal officer. Immigrants from those countries naturally
assume the American "notary public" — or the shopfront
"notario" or "immigration consultant" — is the same thing. In
the United States, a notary public is authorised only to
witness signatures. He is not a lawyer, may not give
immigration advice, and may not represent anyone.

Only two kinds of people may lawfully advise and represent
you in immigration matters: a licensed attorney, and a
DOJ-accredited representative of a recognised organisation.
Everyone else — however warm, however fluent in Arabic,
however decorated the office — is selling you risk. And
remember the rule from earlier in this chapter: the notario's
false statements become your false statements, and the
lifetime bar lands on you.

Fraud red flags — walk out if you hear or see any of these: a
guaranteed outcome ("100% visa, | promise"); claims of "special
connections" inside USCIS or the consulate; charging you for blank
government forms (every form is free on uscis.gov); asking you to
sign blank or incomplete forms; keeping your original passport;
demanding payment by gift card, wire transfer, or cash only with
no receipt. Report immigration-services fraud to your state's
attorney general — real protections exist, but only for those who



speak up.

Other quiet killers, gathered from the research behind this
book: DS-160 answers that contradict your interview answers;
a close relative in the U.S. plus no job at home plus a vague trip
plan; sudden large deposits in a bank account with no
explanation of source; arrests — even without conviction, bring
the records, because the arrest you hide is worse than the
arrest you disclose; and social-media content that contradicts
your declared purpose of travel (consular vetting includes the
social-media identifiers collected on the DS-160, and screening
expanded further in 2025-2026 reporting). Consistency and
truth are not just virtues in this system; they are the entire
defence.

Chapter summary

e 214(b) presumes every nonimmigrant applicant intends to
immigrate; overcome it with strong home ties, a consistent
story, and matching funds. It is not a bar, has no appeal, and
reapplication only makes sense after facts materially change.

e Misrepresentation (212(a)(6)(C)(i)) — a wilful, material lie to
obtain an immigration benefit — means inadmissibility for life;
the only relief is an 1-601 waiver on extreme hardship to a
citizen/LPR spouse or parent.

e A false claim to citizenship (voting, the I-9 box) is worse: in
most cases no waiver exists.

e Public charge is a totality-of-circumstances test;
benefit-counting rules broadened for filings on/after 18
September 2026 (verify the current rule); neither "benefits
never count" nor "benefits automatically bar you" is true.

e Never work on a visitor visa, never arrive with a hidden intent,
never use a false SSN.



e File AR-11 within 10 days of every move; USCIS mail is not
forwarded, and missed notices kill cases.

e Respect the unforgiving clocks: appointments, RFEs, the
90-day windows (I-751, 1-829, K-1 marriage), the DV
30-September deadline, asylum's one year.

e A U.S. notary is not a lawyer. Only licensed attorneys and
DOJ-accredited representatives may advise you — and your
preparer's lies are legally your own.

Part Seven turns from danger to construction: the practical first
steps of your new life in America — documents, banking, credit,
and the taxes and property questions that follow.
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Chapter 23: First Steps — SSN, State ID,
Bank Account, and Credit

By Jamal Amimi



The hard chapters are behind you. You have arrived, or your
family's arrival is planned down to the flight. Now begins the
unglamorous work that determines how smoothly your first
year goes: a small set of numbers, cards, and accounts that
American life runs on. None of it is difficult. All of it is
sequenced — and doing it in the right order, with the right
documents in hand, saves weeks.

The Social Security number: who gets one, and how

A Social Security number (SSN) is a nine-digit number issued
by the Social Security Administration (SSA). Its official purpose
is to track earnings for Social Security and taxes — but in
practice it has become the master key of American
administration: employers, banks, landlords, and credit bureaus
all ask for it.

The governing rule: generally, only non-citizens whom the
Department of Homeland Security authorises to work can
receive an SSN (with narrow exceptions where a law requires
an SSN to receive a particular benefit). There are two normal
routes for a new immigrant:

e Through the immigrant-visa process itself. Many new
permanent residents can request an SSN as part of that
process (the "Enumeration at Entry" route, connected to the
DS-260 stage at the consulate). If you asked for it there, the
card arrives by mail at your U.S. address after admission — do
not apply again in person unless it fails to arrive.

e In person at an SSA office. Bring your passport, your Form
I-94 admission record, and your work-authorising document —
your green card, or an Employment Authorization Document
(EAD, Form 1-766).

Three facts to fix in memory:



e The SSN is yours for life. It does not expire with a visa, and
you never apply for a second one. If the card is lost, you replace
the card, not the number.

e An SSN is not work authorisation. The card records
earnings; the right to work comes from your status or your
EAD. Some cards are even printed with a legend such as "valid
for work only with DHS authorization."

e Never buy, borrow, invent, or "rent" a number. A false SSN
is a federal crime and a misrepresentation disaster (Chapter
22). Anyone selling you one is selling you the end of your
American future.

Tip. Wait until your admission data has reached the SSA's
systems — applying the morning after landing, before your I-94
record propagates, can produce a "not found" and a wasted trip. A
short wait, then one visit with the full document set, is the efficient
sequence.

State ID and the driver's licence: fifty systems, one
pattern

Driver's licences and state ID cards are issued by your state
(usually its DMV), not by the federal government. The details

vary by state; the pattern does not. A newcomer with lawful
status typically presents:

e passport and Form 1-94 and/or your green card or EAD;

e proof that you live in that state — a lease, utility bills in your

name;

e your SSN, or in some states an SSA letter saying you are not
eligible for one;

e and then passes the state's written test and road test, usually
in that order.



Do not assume your home-country licence carries over. A
Moroccan licence, for example, does not transfer directly in
most states — you will test like a new driver, though the tests
are not hard if you study the state's driver handbook (most
states publish it free, many in several languages). An
International Driving Permit is merely a translation of your
existing licence; by itself it is not a licence at all.

REAL ID — the star matters now. Since 7 May 2025, a licence
or ID used to board a domestic flight or enter secure federal
facilities must be REAL ID-compliant — shown by a star on
the card — and obtaining one requires proof of lawful status. A
standard, non-REAL-ID licence remains perfectly valid for
driving. If you are lawfully present, get the REAL ID version
when you first apply; it is the version daily life will keep asking
for.

If you do not have lawful status, the picture is different but
not blank: in current (2026) reporting, about 19 states plus the
District of Columbia issue a standard licence or
driving-privilege card to residents regardless of immigration
status. These cards are marked "Federal Limits Apply" / "Not
for Federal Purposes" — they let you drive legally and insure a
car, but they cannot be used for federal purposes such as
boarding a flight; for that you would carry your valid foreign
passport. The list of states changes, so check your own state's
DMV rather than relying on any printed list — including this
book's.

Opening a bank account

Newcomers often assume a bank account requires citizenship
or an SSN. Neither is true. Federal "Customer l|dentification
Program" rules require the bank to verify your identity — they



do not require U.S. citizenship, and an SSN is not the only
acceptable identifier. In practice:

e Many major banks and credit unions open accounts for
newcomers with a passport plus an ITIN (the tax number
explained below), and some open non-resident accounts with a
passport and a foreign address.

e The first account is usually opened in person, precisely so
the bank can complete that identity verification.

e Bring proof of your U.S. address where you have it (lease,
utility bill); ask, before you sign, about monthly fees, minimum
balances, and ATM access — the cheapest account is the one
matched to how you will actually use it.

Your account is also the foundation of the next section: rent,
utilities, and card payments flowing through it become the raw
material of your credit history.

Building credit from zero

Here is the cold fact: your foreign credit history does not
transfer. Twenty years of perfect repayment in Casablanca or
Riyadh means nothing to the American bureaus — Experian,
Equifax, and TransUnion start you with no file at all. A first
FICO score typically appears only after about six months of
reported activity. The standard ladder, climbed by nearly every
immigrant who now holds a premium card, is:

1. Open the bank account (above).

2. Get a starter product that reports to all three bureaus:
either a secured credit card — you place a refundable deposit,
and that deposit sets your limit — or a credit-builder product
designed for exactly this stage. Many issuers accept an ITIN in
place of an SSN.



3. Use it small and pay it perfectly. Put a modest, regular
charge on it, keep the balance low relative to the limit (under
roughly 10-30% is the commonly advised zone), and pay in
full, on time, every month. Payment history is about 35% of a
FICO score — the single largest factor — and early perfection
is worth more than any cleverness later.

4. After 6-12 months of clean history, apply for an unsecured
starter card, and keep the old card alive; cancelling your oldest
account shortens your history.

Warning. The newcomer's credit desert attracts predators: cards
with huge "programme fees," rent-to-own schemes dressed as
credit building, and anyone who offers to sell you an SSN, a
"CPN," or a borrowed identity to shortcut the ladder. Every one of
those is fraud (Chapter 22). The honest ladder takes a year; the
dishonest one takes your future.

The ITIN: the tax number that is not a status

If you have a U.S. tax obligation but are not eligible for an
SSN, the IRS issues you an Individual Taxpayer ldentification
Number — ITIN: a nine-digit number that always begins with
9. You apply with Form W-7, usually attached to a federal tax
return, proving identity and foreign status with original or
properly certified documents — a passport alone normally
establishes both. The application is free from the IRS (a
Certifying Acceptance Agent may charge for its own service),
and sources typically quote 7 to 11 weeks for processing.

Understand exactly what the ITIN is and is not:

e ltis a tax-processing number: it lets you file returns, and it is
widely accepted by banks, card issuers, and the lenders you
will meet in Chapter 24 in place of an SSN.



e [t is not immigration status, not work authorisation, not an ID
card, and it earns no Social Security benefits.

e If you later become eligible for an SSN, you stop using the
ITIN and use the SSN from then on, and your records are
merged. And note a quiet expiry rule: an ITIN that is not used
on a tax return for three consecutive years expires and must
be renewed before it can be used again.

Tip. Treat the ITIN as infrastructure, like the bank account: obtain it
as soon as you have a tax reason to, file with it consistently, and it
quietly becomes the thread that ties your tax record, your bank
account, and — if you choose — your path to owning a home in
the next chapter.

Chapter summary

e An SSN is issued to those DHS authorises to work — often
requested through the immigrant-visa process, otherwise in
person at the SSA with passport, 1-94, and your green card or
EAD. Itis for life, and it is not itself work authorisation.

e Licences and state IDs are state-issued: documents, proof of
residence, written and road tests; a Moroccan licence does not
transfer directly in most states.

e Since 7 May 2025, REAL ID (the star) is needed for domestic
flights and federal facilities and requires lawful status; about
19 states + DC issue standard driving cards regardless of
status — check your own DMV.

e Bank accounts require verified identity, not citizenship:
passport + ITIN open doors at many banks and credit unions,
usually in person the first time.

e Credit starts at zero regardless of your history abroad: bank
account secured card or credit-builder small use, low
balance, paid in full on time (payment history = 35% of FICO)



an unsecured card after 6-12 months.

e The ITIN (Form W-7) is a tax number for those ineligible for
an SSN: no status, no work rights, no benefits — but the key
that lets you file taxes and be recognised by banks and lenders.

Chapter 24 closes the book's practical arc: the tax system you
have now joined — and a careful, honest answer to the
question readers ask most: can a person without legal status
buy a house in America?
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Chapter 24: Taxes for the New
Immigrant — and Buying a House
Without Papers

By Jamal Amimi



Two subjects share this final practical chapter, and they share a
theme: in America, your tax life and your property life are
governed by rules that overlap with immigration law but are
not the same rules. Confusing them causes real damage —
immigrants who assume that no status means no taxes, and
others who assume that paying taxes or buying property
somehow creates status. Both assumptions are wrong, in
opposite directions. This chapter states what the law actually is
in both areas — including a full, honest answer to the question
this book is asked more than any other.

Part One: You are probably a tax resident — and that
is a separate question

The first thing to unlearn is that "resident" means one thing. For
tax purposes, residence is its own test, and it has nothing to do
with whether USCIS considers you settled. You are a U.S. tax
resident if you meet either of these tests:

e The green-card test: you held lawful permanent resident
status at any point during the year. That is all it takes.

e The substantial-presence test: you were physically present
in the United States for at least 31 days in the current year,
and at least 183 days under a weighted three-year formula —
all of your days this year, plus one third of last year's days,
plus one sixth of the days from the year before that. (Special
"exempt day" rules apply to most F-1 students in their first five
calendar years and J-1 holders in their first two years, which is
why students' tax status often differs from their roommates'.)

Notice what follows: a person can be a tax resident with no
green card at all — for example, a worker who has simply
been physically present long enough. And the consequences
are the full ones:



e Tax residents file Form 1040 and report their worldwide
income — salary, business income, rent from a property back
home — by the normal deadline, 15 April.

e Holding foreign bank or financial accounts with an aggregate
value over $10,000 at any point in the year can trigger a
separate report, the FBAR (and possibly Form 8938). This
catches newcomers constantly, because the old account at
home, never closed, still counts.

e Non-resident aliens — those who meet neither test — file
Form 1040-NR instead, on U.S.-source income only.

Two warnings belong here, stated plainly. First: a green-card
holder who moves abroad remains a U.S. tax resident until
the status is formally abandoned or revoked. Boarding a
plane and living elsewhere does not end the filing duty; only
the formal step does. Second: everyone who earns U.S.
income owes the tax on it, whatever their immigration status
— that is precisely what the ITIN (Chapter 23) exists for. And
filing is not merely about money: failure to pay taxes is
examined under good moral character when you later apply
for citizenship (Chapter 18). The tax file you are building from
your first year is, whether you think of it that way or not, part of
your immigration file.

Tip. Keep one folder — paper or digital — per tax year: returns as
filed, W-2s and 1099s, proof of payment. When naturalisation, a
mortgage, or a sponsorship case later asks for three or five years
of clean tax history, that folder is the difference between an
errand and an emergency.

Part Two: Can a person without legal status buy a
house?



Now the question, asked in exactly these words by readers
across Morocco and the diaspora: | have no papers. Can | buy a
house in America?

The answer, as a matter of property and lending law in most
states, is yes. State it precisely:

There is no federal law that prohibits a person without
immigration status from buying or owning a house in the
United States. Property ownership is governed mainly by state
law, and recording a deed requires identification and funds —
not proof of citizenship or lawful status. Immigration status is
not the legal barrier. Financing, cost, and risk are the barriers,
and they are real. The two routes are as follows.

Route 1: The cash purchase

An all-cash purchase needs no mortgage, no SSN, and no
credit history. In practice you need:

e a valid passport, which the title company accepts as
identification;

e the funds, arriving by traceable means (a wire from your bank
— lenders and title companies alike are wary of unexplained
cash in the literal sense); and

e a title company or real-estate attorney to search the title,
hold the escrow, and record the deed. Title insurance is
available on the same basis as for any buyer — do not skip it.

This simplicity is exactly why the cash route is the common one
for buyers without status. It is also why Part Three of this
chapter — the risks — must be read before anyone celebrates
the simplicity.

Route 2: The ITIN mortgage



A smaller, specialist corner of the lending market offers ITIN
mortgages: loans that accept an Individual Taxpayer
Identification Number instead of an SSN. They are offered
mainly by non-QM lenders (lenders whose products sit outside
the standard "qualified mortgage" box), community banks, and
credit unions. They are legal, regulated loans — but
understand what they are not. they are not
government-backed (not FHA, not VA, not the standard
conventional programmes), and their terms are harder than
mainstream lending across the board. Retrieved lender sources
commonly describe:

e Down payment of 10-30% of the price — with 15-25% the
most frequently quoted range (compare a conventional buyer's
possible 3-5-20%));

e 1-2 years of tax returns filed with the ITIN, proving the
income history the loan rests on;

e Documented income and employment — W-2s, 1099s, or a
CPA-prepared profit-and-loss for the self-employed;

e A credit profile of some kind — where a traditional file does
not exist, some lenders accept alternative credit such as rent
and utility payment history; one lender source quotes around
640 as a practical score floor;

e Interest rates roughly 0.5 to 2 points higher than comparable
conventional loans.

Availability varies sharply — reporting consistently finds the
deepest ITIN-lending markets in states such as California,
Texas, Florida, New York, and Illinois — and most mainstream
lenders simply do not offer these products at all.

Fairness law frames the market on both sides. The Equal Credit
Opportunity Act and the Fair Housing Act bar discrimination



based on national origin, and federal regulators have
cautioned that blanket denials based solely on immigration
status can raise fair-lending problems. But a lender may
lawfully deny any applicant — of any nationality — for
legitimate financial reasons: insufficient income, weak credit,
too much debt, too little down payment, missing
documentation. "The law permits ITIN lending" and "a lender
must lend to you" are very different sentences.

Part Three: The risks — read this before any
purchase, whatever your status

This book gives the legal answer honestly; it also owes you the
dangers honestly. Five of them:

1. Owning a house gives you no immigration status, no
protection from removal, and by itself no advantage in any
visa or green-card application. If the owner is removed,
deportation does not automatically strip ownership — the
house remains theirs in law — but managing, refinancing, or
selling property from abroad is difficult and usually requires a
power of attorney and a trusted person on the ground. A house
anchors your money, not your right to be here. And nothing in
this chapter encourages remaining in the United States
unlawfully: a property purchase is not a solution to a status
problem, and readers in that position need legal advice about
the problem itself (see Chapters 21 and 22 for what overstays
do).

2. Everything you tell a lender must be true. A mortgage
application built on inflated income, a borrowed ITIN or SSN, or
a straw buyer is bank fraud — a federal crime, separate from
and worse than the immigration problem it was meant to solve.



3. Non-standard loans demand non-standard care. Higher
rates, adjustable terms, and prepayment penalties hide in
documents that mainstream borrowers' products do not
contain. Read every page, or pay an independent professional
to read them with you.

4. Owner financing and "contract for deed" deals are a
classic way to lose everything. In these arrangements you pay
instalments to the seller, who keeps the title until you finish —
which means if the seller defaults on their mortgage, or sells or
encumbers the property, your years of payments can
evaporate. Never enter one without your own attorney and a
title search.

5. Ownership carries its own compliance load. Property taxes
and insurance must be paid; U.S. taxes must be filed on the
ITIN; a later sale raises capital-gains and, for foreign sellers,
FIRPTA withholding questions; and remember from Chapter 23
that an ITIN unused for three consecutive years expires — an
awkward discovery in the middle of a closing.

One further state-law caveat, given because the map is
shifting: a few states have enacted or debated restrictions on
property purchases by nationals of specified foreign countries
— mainly China, Russia, Iran, North Korea, Cuba, and
Venezuela, often concerning land near military or agricultural
sites. Morocco is not among the countries targeted in the
laws described in this book's research — but the only safe
instruction is to check the law of the state where the property
sits before you buy, every time.

Warning. If your "plan" is that someone with papers will buy the
house "for" you informally — their name on the deed, your money
in the walls — you do not own a house; you own a hope and a
lawsuit. Where families do this, it must be documented with the



same formality as any other purchase, with independent legal
advice for each side. Undocumented generosity between relatives
is the single most common fact pattern in the property tragedies
this author has seen described.

The bottom line

Cash purchase: legally possible today in most states, with a
passport, traceable funds, and a title company. ITIN
mortgage: legally possible with a specialist lender, more
money down, a higher rate, and one to two years of ITIN tax
returns behind you. Neither route legalises anyone's status.
Buy a house because the numbers work and the risks are
understood — never because someone told you it will fix your
papers. It will not.

Chapter summary

e Tax residence # immigration status. You are a tax resident
by the green-card test or the substantial-presence test (31
days this year + 183 days under the 3-year weighted formula).

e Tax residents file Form 1040 on worldwide income by 15
April; foreign accounts over $10,000 in aggregate can trigger
the FBAR; non-residents file 1040-NR on U.S. income only.

e A green-card holder abroad stays a tax resident until status
is formally abandoned; unpaid taxes damage good moral
character at naturalisation.

¢ Yes, a person without legal status can buy a house in most
states — no federal law forbids it. Cash needs a passport,
funds, and a title company. ITIN mortgages exist through
specialist lenders: typically 10-30% down, 1-2 years of ITIN
returns, rates ~0.5-2 points higher, and not
government-backed.



e Ownership confers no status and no protection from
removal; false statements to a lender are bank fraud;
contract-for-deed deals without your own attorney and a title
search are a classic trap; a handful of states restrict specified
nationalities (Morocco is not among those described) — always
check the state where the property sits.
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Conclusion: Your Plan — From Today to
Citizenship

By Jamal Amimi



You have reached the end of the map. Twenty-four chapters
ago this book began with a presumption — the law's
presumption that you intend to immigrate — and with a
promise: that every visa, every green-card path, every form and
fee would be laid out step by step, with a clear warning before
every mistake that destroys applications. The map is now
yours. What remains is the part no book can do for you:
walking it, honestly and in order. This conclusion turns the
whole book into a plan.

Step one: Choose your path honestly — and choose
one

Nearly every disaster in Part Six began with a blurred purpose:
the "tourist" who intended to work, the "student" who intended
to settle, the application that tried to be two applications at
once. The system punishes mixed purposes and rewards
declared ones, because it has a lawful door for almost every
honest goal:

e Visit — B-1/B-2, with ties that prove you will return
(Chapters 3, 22).

e Study — F-1 or M-1, at a real school, with real funding
(Chapter 4).

e Work — H, L, O and their relatives, sponsored by a real
employer (Chapters 6-7).

e Invest — E-2, a category for which, as Chapter 8 explains,
Morocco is a treaty country, and beyond it the EB-5 road
(Chapters 8, 15).

e Reunite — the family petitions of Part Three, patient and
procedural, ending in the green card (Chapters 9-13).



e Try your luck, lawfully — the Diversity Visa lottery, free to
enter and fatal only to ignore its deadlines (Chapter 16).

If your real goal has no door in that list, the honest conclusion is
not to invent a disguise for it — it is to wait, to build the
qualification that opens a real door, or to take advice about
paths this book covers briefly, such as the humanitarian
categories of Chapter 17. The chapters on bars (21) and
misrepresentation (22) exist to tell you what the disguise costs.
It costs everything, for life.

Step two: Build the file before you file

Whichever door you choose, the applications that succeed
share a discipline this book has repeated in every part:

¢ Verify on the day. Before any filing, re-check the form
edition, the fee, and the current dates on the official sites —
uscis.gov and travel.state.gov. Fees and priority dates change;
several items in this book (a new civics test, a broadening
public-charge rule, litigation over new fees) were themselves in
motion as it was written. The facts here were checked on 22
October 2026; the official site on the morning you file is the
authority that counts.

e Tell one story, everywhere. Your DS-160, your documents,
your interview answers, and your history must be the same
story — because the officer compares them, and the lifetime
bar of Chapter 22 is built out of discrepancies that turn out to
be choices.

e Keep a copy of everything — every form as submitted, every
document as sent, every Form I-797C receipt notice. The
receipt is your proof that a deadline was beaten; the copies are
your memory when a case runs for years.



e Run your clocks. Biometrics, interviews, evidence requests,
the 90-day windows, the lottery's 30 September — list every
date your case generates, and treat each one as unextendable,
because nearly all of them are.

e Move correctly. Every change of address, Form AR-11
within 10 days — because the letter you miss is the case you
lose.

Step three: Know when the plan needs a lawyer

This book is general information, not legal advice, and it has
tried to be honest about its own limits. There are situations in
which doing it yourself is not economy but recklessness. Hire a
licensed U.S. immigration attorney — not a notario, not a
consultant, not a cousin who "did it before" (Chapter 22) — if
any of these are in your history:

e any period of unlawful presence, any overstay, or a removal
order;

e any previous refusal that was based on fraud, or any refusal
you do not fully understand;

e any arrest or criminal record, anywhere;

e any false statement in any past application — because
correcting it is a legal strategy, not a formality;

e a case where the departure trap of Chapter 21 might be
waiting at the consular interview.

In every other routine case, an informed applicant with this
book, the official instructions, and patience is exactly whom the
system is designed to serve.

Step four: Live the plan after arrival

Arrival is not the end of the plan; it changes its subject. The
green card is a status to maintain — residence actually lived in,



taxes actually filed (Chapter 24), addresses actually updated
— as much as a prize already won. Then the road continues on
the timetable of Chapters 18-20: five years (or three) of
continuous residence and good moral character; the English
test and the civics test in the version that applies to your filing
date; the oath; and, for many families, the quiet miracle of
Chapter 20 — the day a parent's oath makes a child a citizen
too, automatically, with no form at all.

And for those who arrive with less — with a tax number
instead of a card, with a plan instead of a status — Chapter
24's answer stands as this book's closing exhibit of how
America actually works: the law separates questions that fear
and rumour merge. Taxes are owed by everyone who earns. A
house can be bought by nearly anyone with money and
identification. And status — status comes only through the
doors, in the open, in order. There are no shortcuts that survive
contact with Chapter 21 and Chapter 22; there is a road that
does.

The plan on one page

Print this page mentally, and keep it:

¢ Before you file: Name your single, honest purpose. Read the
chapter for that category. List its documents. Re-check the form
edition, fee, and dates on the official site today.

e The week you file: One story, in every field, identical to your
documents. Keep a copy of the entire packet. Keep the I-797C
receipt when it comes. Calendar every date the case creates.

¢ While you wait: Do not work without authorisation, do not
let any status lapse silently, and file AR-11 within 10 days of
any move. If the facts of your life change — a marriage, a birth,
an arrest, a new job — assume the case needs to know, and



take advice before assuming it does not matter.

e At the interview: Bring originals, bring the record of anything
unflattering rather than a hope it stays hidden, and answer the
question asked, truthfully and briefly.

e After approval: Chapter 23 in the first month — SSN, state
ID, bank account, the first credit product. Taxes every year, on
Form 1040, from the first year. Residence genuinely lived
where you claim to live.

e To citizenship: Count your years of continuous residence,
mind your trips abroad, keep your taxes filed and your record
clean, learn the test that applies to your filing date — and
check, when you take the oath, whether your children under 18
became citizens on the same day you did.

Six lines. Everything in the twenty-four chapters before this
page exists to defend them.

A last word from the author

| came to this subject the way most of my readers will: as an
immigrant myself, a Moroccan who built a life and a tax
practice in Massachusetts, who has sat on the applicant's side
of the desk and the adviser's side of other people's files. What |
have learned, and what this book has tried to hand vyou, is
simple: the American immigration system is hard, but it is not
random. It rewards preparation, punishes invention, and keeps
meticulous records of both. Bring it a true story, well
documented, filed on time — and it will, in its own slow order,
give you your answer.

The appendices that follow collect the working tools:
one-page fee tables, document checklists for every category,
and the official links — uscis.gov, travel.state.gov, and the
CEAC — that you should treat as the living continuation of this



book. Laws will change after these pages are printed; the
method will not: choose the honest path, verify on the day,
keep every paper, respect every clock.

Safe travels — and welcome, in advance, to everyone whose
future starts here.

— Jamal Amimi, Chicopee, Massachusetts

This book is general information about U.S. immigration law as
researched on 22 October 2026. It is not legal advice and
creates no attorney—client relationship. Immigration law and
policy changed rapidly during 2025-2026 and several matters
discussed were in litigation; always verify forms, fees, and rules
on uscis.gov and travel.state.gov on the day you act, and
consult a licensed U.S. immigration attorney for advice about
your own case — especially if you have any bar, overstay, prior
refusal, or criminal record.



